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FOR ALL THE 


Diſkops and Prieſts ; | b 
DL T © | 


Meaſure themſelves by the Scriptures of Truth, | # 
and (ce if they be not reproved by them and the 0 | 3 


Spirit from whence they came. 


And tofall that call themſelves."Paps 
Miniſters and Teachers of the Goſpel; and Profeſſers 
1n Chriftendom (lo called) that ſay,they have not 
the (ame Power and Spirit the Apoſtles had. 


And ſuch of them who fay the Scripture is the Rule, for | 


them to try themſelves and their Actions, and ſce whether 
it be not contrary to the Scripture. 


— —_— 


Read and try with Patience, 2nd be not offended at Truth, 
He the bath the Form of Gedlineſs, and denyes the Power thereof, from 
ſuch turn away, 2 Tim. 3.5. 


Wo be untothee that ſpeileſt, and thou waſt vot ſpoiled, and deft wicked- 


ly, and they did nct witkedly againſt thee , when thon fhalt ceaſe to 
E'*= 


ſpoil, then thou fhalr be ſpozledy&c, Wa, 3 3. 1; 
Ws unto the Rebellions Children, ſaith the Lord, that take Connſel;but 
" not of me, antl cover witha Coverins, but net with my Spirit, that 
they may ad2 Sin -unte Sin, Ifa 30.1. = | 
Let bis Habit «tion be woid, and let no Man dyell therein, and let ane- | 
ther take his Effice, ARs 1, 20. Fer : 
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FOR ALL THE 


Biſhops & Prieſts 
CHRISTE NDOM:; 


I'y F you do own God and Chrift a Prophets and Apoſtles,that 

God cbooſed and ſent to ſpeal,and which ' Chriſt — 
ſent to Preach, and what they ſent them to declare againſt; ar 
thoſe things to be held up, and ſuch Teachers, which they 
-markt out by their Fruits that we fhould know them by ? are 
they not ts be crycd againſt in thele's our Ages, as they did in 
their Ages. 

Such as were the Sons of Eli, = El: not re- BA 
ftraining his Sons, but honoured his Sons above -1'Sa#.. 2, 
God; therefore the Lord faid, He world cut of 29. &c. . 
bus Arm, andthe Arin of bu Fathers Houſe ; and © 
this ſhould be the Signe. unto him, that he would cat off bis Sons | 
in one day: So Eli the Prieſt loſt his-two Sons, loft his Life, 
loft the Arke of God, and loſt the Reieſtiood ; and therefore 
ſaid the Lord, 1 will fir up 4 faithfut Prieſt tht ſhall do agcords 
ing tomy Heart and Mind, (ts wi, Samuel) and all that 53 
left 5n Eli's Houſe ſhall come and bow down to him for a Fioce þ 
S:hver and a.morſcl of Bread; "&c. 

Here wasthe Judgmer ts of God upon the unruly, ang ue 
faithful Priefts, as in the firſt of Sam. 2. chap. 

And when Samnel was old, he made h bit Sons Judges over” 

when and hes wad walked moe in Wabe's nt, dur EIT 
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after Lucre,and webibbes and perverted Judgment, u hich 
grieved the good People and Samnel, which brought Judg- 
ments afterwards upon'the n, as in Sa. 1ff. arid the 8th, chap. 
And Saicel ſaid unto all [ſreel, in the 1. of Sam. 12. 3. Be- 
hold bere I am, bear "Record of me before the Lord, whoſe Oxe 
bave I taken? or whoſe A have I taken ? or when have I done 
wrong unto? or whom have I hurt ? or of whoſe Hand bave 1 
received any bribe toblimd mice Eyes therewnh, -and I w.hre- 
Pore it to.you ag ain? then they ſaid, Thou haſt d ne xs no wrone, 
nor burt ns, nevther haſt thou rakon out of. any mers Hands, &c, 
Samuel (2id unto them, The / 8 du witneſs arainft you, and 
his Anointed is witneſs this day, that ye bave found nought in my 
Hands, and they anſwered, He is witneſs, © © © 

Now, can you Prieſts of Chrifcxdom lay [o, as Samncl laid 
herein Trurk in his old Age, and the Peoplefay fo of you as 


they ſaid here of Sa-me!,: and cleared Same!, ſaying, Let the 


© Lordbe witneſs,come try your ſelves by this Scripture ;, andby the 
Prophets Example, ESE pn ed ES: gs 
And Gehaſithe Servant of El:ſh+ which went after Naaman 
for #rcward, and when F came to him he asked him whether 
all was well, and he faiT to him, At wa welt, then faid Ge- 
haſs, My Maſter. Eliſha hath ſent me, laying, beho!d there be 
compte me even now from Ephraim, two young Men of the Chil- 
dren of the Prophets, give them I pray thre a Talent of Silver, 
and two Changes of razments; 'and Neaman gave him two Ta- 
tents of Silver, | and two Changes of Raiments ; and fo Gehaſo 
laid thera in his Houſe, and came ni food before Eliſha, and 
Eliſha ſaid unto him, Whence comeſt thin, and he ſaid, Thy 
Servant went no whither,, and he (ati unto him, went net my 
Heert wih thee, when the Aan turned again from tur Chariot 
to mect thee ? [r1hir @ tint to take Monty; and to yeceive Gar- 
ments, and Olives, and Vine yards, abd's heep art Oxen, and 
en Servants," and maid Seryants ? then ſaid Eliſhe to his Ser- 
vant Gehaſfi, the Leproſre therefore of Naarnan fhall cleave nnts 
thee and nnto thy Se, orever, and' he went out from his Prc- 
ſence, a leper whit©as Snow , mark ye Pricfts this, and whe. 
vher th@cauſc of this Leprofic of Grhrafi do not Rick '8& remain 
o UPOR 


A - 
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' upon you who are of his Sced,. and will take by force from 


them,you do nothing ſor, £4 
Now £'sſbe had healed this Naaman of his Leprolie, and 
N aaman would have given Eltfhaa reward, and _E/:ſhaaffirm- 


.ed he would not receive it, when. Naamen would*have con- 


ſtrained him to have received it; but . Eliſþa refuled it; and 
WNaemin would have given Elfha's Servant ſomething, but 
El:fha would not ſuffer hima to give his Servant any thing, yet 
grecdy Covetous Gehaſs his Servant run after him with aLye 
in his Mouth, and received his-rewards, and received thereby 


. the Leproſie.to himſelf and his Seed forever. 


_, And therefore take heed of Geh«ſi's Leprofie in running aſter 


-Siſts and rewards, ye Papiſts anJ1 Prieſts, and other Teachers, 
..and mind alſo the no»bleneſs of the Spirit which-wes in Eliſha, 

_ who refuſed al Naamans gifts and rewards, and would not fuf- 
fer his Servants to take-any-neither, 2 King. 5. Chap. and in 

.. the'2. of Xing. 6.$uch was the Envy of ſome;' that they. would 

' | have takenoff Elifhe's Head, butthe Lord prevented them. as 


in 3 King. 7. and the unbetieving Prigce was-troden to Death, - 


. according as El:iſba Prophefied to bim. - 


. And as, El:ſea went through Berhe! the Children mocked 


him, and twe Bears came out of the Forreſt/and toar in Pieces 


two and forty of their Children; therefore take heedfall ye 
Mockers and People; how ye ſuffer-your.Children and. your 


ſelves to mock the Prophetsof God, who do what they do'free-- 


ly, 3 Kong. 2.24..Ardin {ſa -56, the. Eord God ſent him to 


cry againſt theWatch- men and the Shepherds, &were not theſe 
fuch as pretended to watch for Peoples-Souls and to fred them, 


thinkye? ; 


| TheLord faith, which gatheraattthe ſeagtered of Iſrael; 7c: 
wilt [ £ether te them theſe that. arce.ta be gatheredto them, all ye 


Beaſts. of the Field come to devoure'syea all>the Beafts of the 
Forreſt, [markJ their.  atchymen.. ate all iblind,  [mark.} 
all blind,ftravge Watch-mento be all blind,they have no know- 
ledge, they.areall dumb Dogs they cannot bark, they Jie 
ane ſleep, and delight.in fleeping, and-thefe greedy 'Dogs cath 
never have: crough, andabeleiſhephardr ctahoratiiiinl neerftand.; 


for 


ps : _—  urcc. 
' for they all look for their. own. way, every -0ne for his :ggin 
"Fram his Quarter, and ſays Come 1 will bring Wine, and we will 
fill owr ſelves with ftreng Drink, ard to morrow ſhall be as this 
day and mach more abundayt,  &C, 

Now, are ſuch Watch-men and ſuch Shepherds as - theſe to 
'be held' up, or to be Jaſtified, in our dayes, which the Pro- 
phet cryed againſt, be ayes, 'T hey are ad blind, and calls them 
all greedy dumb Dogs, who look for their 'own Advantage , and 
ſeek, their gain from their Quarter, and may not ſuch be ſo 
- called as do ſo now, as you mayfec in [/a. 56. 


- And 1{aiab ſaith, He every tharehirfeth Come'ye t0 


Iſa.z55. the Waters, and .ye that have no Sibverfbuy and car, 
\ » come l ſay, buy Wing and. Milke without Silver and 


without price, 'wherefort-do ye lay ont Silver andnet for Bread, 


and your. labour without being ſatisfied, hoarken diligently unto 


me, and eat that which = good, let youll Souls delight 3n fate 
+ incline your Ears unto me, hear, and your Soules fbal live: 


o the Souls do, not 'live without -inclining the Ears, and. 


coming unto the Lord, and hearinghim,. + 
Now theſe Shepherds and blindWatch-men, which were 
called the-greedy dumb Dogs 'that could never have enough, 
they were of another Spirit then 1ſai«þ was of, 'who may get 
woo of the true. Prophets words, 'but-not in the Power 


'anÞSpirit that they were in. as. anany are now, ib 

_ « And inFer. 5: and in the latteer-part-of the Chapter, Sh40 
T not viſe for theſe. things,faiththe Lord, Sha not my Soul be 4- 
"vepge : 9%, 
bee. 496 in the Land, the Prophets Prophefie falſly, and the 
Priefls preach for Fire, or bear rule by their Meant, and my 
People lawe $0 beverts [o s Wheat will ye doin the end thereof? + 


5 


And now Peop'e gonfider,: is not this a filthy Horrible thinp | 


# A. 


commiteed in the f,agd now; which Feremi«b the Prophet cry- 
'cd againſt then 7. And Feremiab: wept over-fach, and” ſaid, 
'Oh! chat my Head was fullof Water, and my Eyts a Fountain 


of T-aares, gc, For they hendcheir Tongues like bowes for Lyes, 


but Fo haus negomrage far Trathy. Jer.go ©, 
Ak peain, ingers 19.1, Fark Paflromebetint Beef 
y 4 Be 


. 


0 ſachs Nation this? a horrible and « filrby thing if 
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or. > - 
andbave not ſonght the' Lord, PALM have they no under ft-ind* 
mg, and att the Flocks of their Paſtures are feattercd : Meaſwe ' 
your {elves therefore, ye Paſtors of this Age with thoſe Paſtors, 
and try.and ſee if you be outof their ſteps.. 

And in- Fer. 13, there: you may fe. how the Prieſts and + 
the falſe Prophets and all thelnhabitants of F«r»ſalcmr and of tbe 
Land, how that they were-filled with drunkenneſs, gc. and 
how the Lord dafht them one againſt another, and further ſee- 
the falſe Prophets in the 14. of:Fer, Thus ſaich the Lord, he. 
Prophets prophefie Lyes in my Name,for 1 have not ſent themuei- - 
ther did [ command them, ' neither did 1 Jpeak.to them) but they 
prophefie unto you a falſe Viſion, end divination, . and vanity,and. 


the deceitfulneſs of theis own Hearts, therefore thus ſauh the 


Lord, concerning the Prophets that propheſis 1n my Name, and I 
have not ſent them, yet they ſay Sword and Famine ſhall.nat be 
5 the Land, bySword end'Famine ſhall thoſe Prophets be con» 
ſumed, and the People ro when theſe Prophets do propheſie ſhall be 
caſt ont into the Streets of Jeruſalem, becauſe of the Famine and - 
the Sword, and there ſhall be none to bury them, both. they and / 
their Wives, and Sons,.and their Daushers; 1 will poyy ont 
their wickedneſs upon. them; £0 ſee what Julgments came up- 
on theſe flattering falſe Prophets, and the Peoplethat.ſet them 

up, anddo you think, that they which hold up ſuch injour- 
Dayes, can they'and them cſcape the hand of the Lord ? does - 
not many now prohefic and preach-in the Name ofthe Lord 
that the Lord hath never ſent, nor cemman%ed, nor ſpoker. 
tothem?- Nay, do not they ſay in p'ain Words there is no + 

bearing-his voice now adayes, how- can he ſend them ? then - 
what can they preach or Propheſic ? but a falſe Vigon and a di: _ 
vination and vanity and deceitfulneſs of their own Hearts, now 
as then; Sothe true muſt have # command and -hear God's - 
voice; the true Prophets and Preachers that he ſends, which - 
deny fuch as ZFeremiah did then. _ $ he 
Then Pafbur the-Son of - J]mmor the Prieſt, heard: Feremia? - 
Propheſlic theſe things, ſmote Feremiab the-Prophet and: put -. 
him in the Stocks that were:inthe-high gate of 'Bexjemin, .on - 
the morrow Paſhur brought Feremasb out of the*Stocks;- _ | 
FP 


here the Lord is the gatherer 0! She 
The falſe Shepherds have ſcattered and thruſt them out of, whom 


' ftendom, that are found inthe work of th, | 
eating the ſowr Grapes and ſetting your Teeth on edge againſt 


phetr, I willfeed chew with Worm- weed, and will mas ther 


7 x 54 - 


£ 


7 EEE _-QG = | 
Taid Feremieh unto him, The Lord hath not calcd thy -Name 
' Paſhur bxe Magor Miſrabib, which by Interpretation © is fear 


round about, and thou Paſhur and af that dwclieth wn thy Heuſe 


. ſhall go into Captivity, "and thow ſhit come to Babylon, «nd there 


ſhalt thou dye, - and be Buysed, and ll thy Friends to whom. thou 
haſt Prophtfied Lyes :. $0thete was thic end of thefalſe Pro- 


: Phet and his Friends, 'ſee in Fer. 20, and take heed ye Prickts 
+ of Chriftendom of this,” that breed up your Sons in the way of 


the falſe Prophets, who were Strikers and. Perſccators of the 

' Wo be nnto the Paſtors that deſtroy and ſeatrer the Sheep of 
amy Paſture ſaith the Lord; therefore, this ſaiththe Lord God 
of Ilracl unto the Paſtors that feed wy People, ye have fagttercd 


- my Flecks and thruſt them our, and have net vificed them, behold 

T'will viſit you for the wick: 4neſs ofyont Works, [aith the Lord, 

. and 1 will gather the Rermnait of my Sheep bat gf al Corntrics, 
tin 


whither I bad driyen them, and will (ring chems again to their 
Fold, and they ſhall grow ard incrtaſe,and 1 will ſer up Shephards © 
over thers to feed thers, and bY ll drcad n0 mores, ec, So 
is Sheep unto his Fold, which 
the Lord will viſit;zark ye _ Papats Bricks exc, of Chri- 
rk of the falſe, and give over 

God's Sheep, that are gathered into his Fold. 
And the Lord faith, / beve ſcen the fooliſhneſs of the Pro- 


 phers of Samaria, ther Propbeficd in Baal, 4nd.cauſcd my People to 


err, and further the Lordfaith, I have Seer alſo in the Prophets 


of Jeruſalem fltbineſs and Adultery, and walking in Lyes, they 
ſtrengthen alſothe Hands of the wicked, mark, that none can re- 
turn from his wickedneſs, chey are «ll unto me 45 Sodomelaycs 
'the Lord, thoſe were fad Prophets, andthe [nhabiranrs thereof 


as Gomorrah, (ad People, fad Profeſſors. So meaſure your 
ſelves ye Pricfts and Shepherds and People now . adayes {with 


'thele, and try-whether ye be in their ſteps or not ? 


Therefore, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts concerning the Pro- 


drank 
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(79) | 
drink, the water f - for #7 the rag o hs pe 
(which was the ki e of Worſhip) 1s wickedneſs gone 
. forth snto alll the Land : ond is keytf the Lord will feed 
them withall, So mark, this is tobe your food, who are 
found in their ſteps and practice you Prieſts in Chr;ſfterdowr. 
Again, Thus ſaith the. Lord God of Hoſtt, hear not the words 
of the Prophets that Propheſic unto you, @-dteach you vanity, and 
1 Jpeakthe viſion of their own Hearts and net from che Menth f 
be Lord; and here it's clezr we are not to hear ſuch as does nof 
ſpeak out from the Mouth of the Lord, which is God's com- 
mand; and is it not ſaid, that none hath any thing from the 
Ho of the Lord new a dayes, and there is no hearing of his 
__-: Þ -1 | ny” 
| Moreover the Lord faith, / haye nov ſent theſe Prophets, yet 
| they ran, [ heve not ſpokgn to them, yer they prophefiey but of 
they had ftood iy my Counſel, and bad declared my Words to the 
_— then they would have turned them from their Evil way, 
and the wickedricſs of their Iroentions, © | 
And now here ye may ce what is the canſe that People arc 
not turned from their Evil wayes,& from their wicked Inventr- 
ons, becauſe the Prophets. run and God never ſent them, an& 
ſpeak and he never-ipoke co them, and ftand in the Counſe 
| ' of Ged. Now might not thoſe falſe Prophets ſay, We have 
the words of the Lord which Moſes and the Prophets ſpoke, as 
you now ſay ye have the words that Chrift and the. Apoltle 
£ Jpoke, yer not from? the Mouth of the Lord « fo would nor 
x the'true Prophets have reproved you, who are found in the . 
falſe Prophets practice F * | .Z 

1 have heard ſauh the*Lord, what the Prophets ſaid that pro- by 
pheſie Lyes in my Name, ſayins, [ have dreamt 4 Dream; : 
mark, ſtillthey go in God's name, and uſe his Name, as all 
the falſe doth that God never ſent nor ſpoke unto. 

But faith the Lord, #Jow long 'do the Prophets delight to pro- 
Theſie Lyes, .even prefiring the accent of their own Hearts ; think. 
they to cauſe my People to farger my Name by their Dreamer 
which they tell every Jan tw his NN y, bbour as their ferefathers 

' bhavefargotten my Name? Soit is butt the deccic of their own 
B Hearts 


a Fo 
+* 


$ 


} 4 


*F a 
- , 

"'Þ; #6 

# LA ' BY 

oooh —S of + Save 3nd 
bas th. 


Ms 
. 


Cu 
Hearts; lad 4 dream'vif ilinbe oc 
MD Bok may my 


the Fords do. not qu ſteal God) $ words Sao wi bbour? 
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or aye Vohald tek, Lords J eiiowny yok pr FoFL h 
bk Prophi fre falſe Direames,: nd de'tell ther, andicauſe 
People ro Err by thu. { yer, and: by their flatteryes,, .and ] fent 
thertrnor, faith the -Lord,nor commended them;therefore they bring 


noprofit tethis People, ſaith the Lord, And therefore it's clear: 


thoſe that God commands not. nor, ſends, bring not profit to 
the People then,” nor- now 3: butthey fect: the People vp. with 
fatteries and with Ly es, therefore: examine your ſelves and. 
your Fruits; for the wickednels of thele-falle Prophets and - 
Prieſts and Paſtors; and ſich as.feHowed and. held them 
up, 7 will brine ſaith the Lord pen ther an everlaſting reproach 
and perperiial ſhame: that ſhall never he forgerten, as... may. be 
feen throughout” Fer.-the 23. and do you think, that-ye that 
are found in their praCtices, that theſe things are forgotten 
ofthe Lord, and that be will not viſtt-you for the-ſame?: And 
though the - Lord ſeat | unto. them. his Prophets 
4s *o; and 'Servants riling -up. carly , but they, would 
- nOr- fear «mor Incline * their... Ears. $9. \, he . 
Ut 
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| PDLE "0 
*but inclined their Ears after thoſe falſe Prophets, - Pricfts and) 

Paſtors; is itnet ſo;now ? examine your (elves by the, Scripe 
ak "IE 3e%" ip me er | | 
| Then ſpakethe Prieſts and the Prophets unto the Princes, 
-that Feremiah'is worthy to dye, and herold them, if they put 
him to death they word bring Innocent 'Blood upon. them- 
ſelves, 2nd upon theirCity, and wpon the Inhabitants there- 
of; for of a Truth'the Lord hath«ſent me unto you toſpeak all 
theſe Words in your Ears; _ opt them from putting 
'him to death; as you may ſee in Fer, 26; _ 
 -And fome of the Elders ſaid, that f:cab-propheficd in the - 


| Dayes of Hexck:ab, and told him that Ziex ſhould be ploughs» 
cd up like a Field, and Ferxſalem ſhould be ax a Heap; and 
: ho 'the Mountains'of the Houulc ſhould be 2s:the high:place of the 


Forreſt, but #:zck:ab did not' put him to: death 4 and: Vriab 

\. ,* he prophelied-agaitiſt the City of Fernſalcm, he propheſied to 
'6 'King Foachigy and to allhis men'of Power and Princes, and 
the King ſoughe rofſzy him, but-UVri«heard it and went into 
y - Egypt, but the King ſent forhim from thence and flew him; 
DP <ut the Hand of - Jþ:kame was with Fercemab that they :thould 

'not give him tothe Peopteto put him to death : And haye not 
. *-many of the Pricſts imprifoned-and ſoughtthe Life of many of 


| © God'sProphets now adayes, that have declared again. you 
| helike hgh} ne kyrt foyer os RES 
| And'Han4n:iah a falſe Prophet,. which took the Yoke off F e« 


remsab's Neck and propheſtedLics unto the People, then Fere« 
-nniah raade kim Yokes of- Iron, and: Firemrah ſaid to Hanan- 
ith, Hear now the Words that the Lora bath ſent untotheeg thou 
mak: ft theſe People no truſt in a Lyc, therefore thusſaith the 
Lord, I mill caſt thee off from the Earthy this Tar thoy ſhalt 
aye, becauſe thou haſt ſpoken rebrthoufby again:;t the- Lord : $0 

Hanantah the falſe Fropher 'dicd the ſame Year. in theyeventh - 
Meath, Jer. /3&,'i > eo oi towy hey ('s. 

- Again Thuwsſaiththe Lord ef .Hufts, (the Ged of Uracl;. let 
nor your Proph-t: and your Sent bfayers that be .ameng ft you de. 
Croye you "nuither 93V6-can to your Dreemiwhich.yee dream for 
Hhey propheſit Re Pace cents Shodeac: fot yo 

oo ei 2 | ail 
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ſaith the Lord. So their Ears arc to be unts the'Lord; \and not 
to the Dreams of theirfalſe Prophets, nor" their own. | © 
- Andyon may ſec what became of Sh:-maiah the falſe Pyro- 
phet, who prophefiedurito the Captivity, and fent Letters in 
the Name of the Lord te them in-#8abet;- thus faith "the Lord: 
[of Shexnaiab ] becauſe be bad propheficd unto'you and ] fent him 
vet,” be hath-caufed yours truſt in « Lye, therefore thuu ſaith this 
| Zora, | willvifit Shemaiah and his Seed, he ſhalliiot have 4 man 
to deccfl amongft his People, nether ſhalt be behold the good that 1 
will do for my People ſaith the: Lord; breauſe he hath ſpoken rib: 1. 
- bouſly againſt me ſaith the Lord. : Therefore ſec ye Priefts in 
Chriflendom how dangerous it.is to fpeak- lying Words in the 
Name of the Lord, and ſay-thus faith the-Lord, when the Lord: 
never ſpoke unto them; and go about to make him the Father 
of their Lyes; but ſuch you may ſee the End of, which were 
reproved by the true Prophet, 'Fer. 29, andivch hall not en- 
joy the good of the Land; though they may hale & pluck from 
Pcoplefor a-time. And ini Ftr..39. 15. wherethe Princes 
were angry with Feremiab and fmote him,” and ſaid him in pri- 
ſon in the Houſe of Fonetban, and put him in-the Dungeon : 
And inthe 28th ver. they defired that Fereriiah might be ut 
todeath ; for he weakens the Hands of the People; 'then les 
Zedekjah the King, Behold he 5s in your Hands, "for the King 
can deny you nething, then iook:th y } crcmiah aittaff 'him into 
the Dungeon of Melachiah, and they ler him ern with Cords. 
into the. Dungeon,. and there-m as no'Water but AMire ; ſo Jere- 
miah fluck feſt inthe Adryey and Ebedmilech rhe Black: Mor 
zold the King. that they had. done evil in caſting Jeremiah rh1 
Prophet into the Dungeon, and be dicth for Hunger; and ſo 
here the Blath- More had more Mercy upon him ther his 6wn 
Country» men the:profeſſing-Priefts and Fews,” and the Ki: 14 
. bid the Black moor take rherty Men with bing: and rake xp Je- 
remiah bef re be dicd, and ſo he took old Ragr and Clout's and 
'bid Jeremiah put them under his Arm- Holes between the Cords, 
and fo they drew Jeremiah out, as m- Fer, 38:: and Jeremiah re- 
 magned in Priſontill the Ehildrew of ract mnt into Captivity ro 
: Babylon, 4nd Nebuchadnezar's chief Steward#rock feromiah 
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51. a ſaid no him, that be looſed him this Day from li Chains | 
that wares his Haxds, andif it pleaſe thee to cont with me nn- 
ro Babel, come and 1 willleck wif unto thee; but if not; tarry 


7 fob, behold all the- Land is before thee, whether " ſeemeth good Ny 


and convenient for thee toye, thither g@' $0 here isfeen the 
Moderation of this Heathen to the Lord's Prophet, and the 
Fulflling of the Lord's Prophet's Sayings: upon all the falſe 
Prieſts and Prophets; for he was bound in 4 Chain to have 
gone to Babylon. armongſt the. reft till he underſtood who he 
was, and this chief Steward of Acbuchadnezar did ſay unto Fe- 
remialsT hb: Lord thy God hath pronouncedthis Plague ag ainft this: 
Place,and now the Lord buth brought it to paſfl,and done it accor- 


ding. as be hath ſaid;becauſe.you have ſinned againſt the Lord,and: 


have not obeyed his Voice, therefore this. thing 53 come uport you. 
Now hctc:you miay {ce, - here thisHeathen could lee the Fulfil- 
ling of rhis Word of the: Lord upon the rebellious profeſſing - 
Fews and. /ernſalemfor imning 2gainftthe Lord, antnot obey- 


ing his Voice ; .and ſee hew this Heathen could believe in the 


Lcrd,. and. ſpeak of. the Lord - which had not the Scriptures, 
which was Nebuchadnezar's chief Steward, as in /er. 40. And 
have not many. of the Lords Prophets found more Moderation 
and Civility among the Heathen, then from the outſide pro- 
ſelling Chriſtians? : 4 Sv 9 3, $2.4 ; 
Andin. Lament,,2. 14. where he ſpeaks of the flattering Pro- 
phets, and ſaith, Thy ans a ont vain and fooliſh. 
things for thee, and they have. not diſcovered thine Imiquity to 
turn away thy Captivity,but have lookes our for thee falſe Prophe- 
cies and Canſes of Banifhment. And ſo inſtead of diſcovering to 
People their Iniqt ity, .which is the Cauſe of Capti\ ity and Ba- 


_niſhment from. the Lord, you tcach People to plead for their 
' Body of Sin, and Death, and Iniquity tothe Grave. and when: 
all is buried together, then for Ten or Twenty Shillings give 


them a Funeral Sermon, | | 
 Andin Lam..4,13. For the-Sins of her Prophets; andthe 1- 


! 


| niquity of her. Priefts,. that have ſped the Blocd of the juſt in the 


midſt of ber, they bave ward rid as blind men'ia the Streets,. 


.. ud they are pellaced with BbedScehow 1 emink laments over: 


Ke 


Ea at. 5 ; 
theſe poor. People, which.che falle Pricfts. and | Prophets, were 


the Cauſe of their Milery;; and was it'aot the- Cauſe, of thoſe | 
faiſe Prieſts, 'Seribes and Phariſees that Deftrucion came up- 
6n the /cws and /eruſalem in the Dayes of Chriſt, who would 

 nefther ewn him themglves, nor ſuffer others. and is it not 

: the fame. Cale that brings Miſery upon. all Chriſtendom now, © 

' ven'the Sins and [niquities of the. Pricſts and People? . 

Andin ler, 13. there:you-may ſec how the falſe Priefts were 

:Nke to Foxes thac worried and deltgoyed the Sheep and Lambs, 
Son of A1an propheſic againſt the Prophets of Iiracl; ——_ 

: fie out of ther awn. Hears ( $0 it was not from the-Lord-) bes. 

_ ,ſaiththe-Lord God, Wo unto the foelifh Prophets that follow their 
own Spirits, ard bave ſeen nothinge Oh tracl, thy Prophets are 
like unto Foxes mm the weſbe Places; ye have not riſen np inthe 
Gaps, neither made upthe Hedge for the HouſeTiracl, toftand 
cre the Battel in the Day of the Lord, - So'is not this-the 
Mark now ef all the falſe Prophets that fotlow-their own'Spirits 

: and ſeenothing, who ſay, they have not the ſame Spirit as the 
Prophets and Apoftles had ? Is not this your Confeffion both 
in Old and New- England; andother Places ? » And how can 
you make up the Hedge, or ſtand in the Gap, and not be in 
that Spirit and Power thatthe Prophets and Apoſtles were in, 

'but rather make it wider ? tle Sei nn red 

But further, the Lord faith concerning -thefalſe Prophets, 
They have ſeen Vanity, and Lying. Divination, ſaying the Lord 

ſaith it, andthe Lord hath not Toes them, and they have maie 
ethers to hope thar:they wanld confirm the Word of their Prophe- 

cy: Have ye not ſeen a vain Viſton, and have ye not ſeeria lying 

Divination, and ye ſay the. Lord ſaith tt, when 1 have not ſpoken? 
therefere thus ſa1ththe Lord God, becauſe. ye have ſpoken Vanity 
and wo Lyer, therefore behold, 1 am againſt you ſanth the 


Now here we ſce ſuch that the Lord kath-not ſpoken to, and 
the Lord hath not ſeat them, yettheſe falſe Prophets oz Teach- 
ers wonld Father their Words upon the Lord, (and will they 
' not de ſonow, ſaying the Lord faith it, and profeſs themſelves 
that the Lord ſent them, when the Lord never ſpoke to —_ | 

”? | ut 
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but the Iord and his Prophets Ne apainft all ſuch? And the 
Lord faith, MyH# ard ſhallb: upen the Prophets that ſeeVanuyes: 
divine Lies, they ſhall not be in the Aſſemblies of my People, e+c. 
they ſhall know'tbar hr i the Lerd; and faith the Lord, becauſe 
- they have-d:ceiven.my People, ſaying, Pearce, and there was ns 
© Peace ;oic builds up a Web, ardtehold rhe akiy daubs it with; 
Unempered. Aﬀorter, and thu Wall ſhaltfall; for there. ſball come 
: 8 great\Shewer; and 7 will ſend Hail-Stones that will caſe it ro - 
of ab, and eiflormy Wind ſyx[lbreak. it down, and when the Wall 
/ de fallen, willit not be ſaid; where'is the Danbing wherewith ye 
have diubed it? - So God will deſtroy-all theſe fal'e Prophets, 
end.their Wall and their Daubings to'the Ground, fo that the 
Foundation thereofſhalkbediſcovercd. and: it ſhall fall and be - 
conſumed; and yeſhallknow that I am the Lord. _ 
«1 Thus ſaith-tbe- Lord, [will accompliſh my Wrath upon the- 
>Wak,' and «pen ther that have daubed it with Untempered Aer : 
gory and will ſay unto you, tbe Will is 10 more, neuhiy the Dau- © 
bers thereof (' to wit, the falſe Prophets of 1/racl ) which pro.. 
pheſicampenJeruſalem,' and ſeeing LY. ifton's of Peace for iy ard © 
" thertus no: Peace ſanh the Lord.” ; 
++ Sokereis the Endof the falſe Prophets and their Daubing, . 
and their Wall,” who follow their own Spirit, and fee nothing ; 
and fuch cannot temper the -Morter ; for that is done by God's - 
Spirit, they muſt foflow tFat, and they that. do, cry againſt 
ſuch, as'Ezekze/declared againſt, 8 
- And ſothe Son of Man'was to fer his face againſt all {uh as pro 
pheſied outof their own Hearts, &-luch as fowed Pillows ynder 
the Arm-Holes that. they might lie foft in their Sins & Wicked 
nels, &- hunted the Souls of God's People. And ſaith the Lord, 
\ Will ye pol ute me Among ft'my Perple for Hand-fulls of Barley,ar.d 
Pieces of Bread, to flayr he Souls of them that ſhould not dye, e-c? 
+: Whezefore thus ſaith the:Lofd:God, Zehold 1 will have to ds 
with your Pillows,. wherewith Je have bhurted the S ouls,. to make 
| if q Lb, P eople fly and I will tear them frem Jour Arms» bole fy And 
'H 1 will» let the Souls £0, bleſſed be the Lord; for ir 
. Re hisown:Work, which many witneſs, even the Conde that 
_ he hunt co makethemtofly; fiere the Lord cues the Souls 
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'vtit of rhe Snares of the falſe Prophets, to him be. Glory fors : 
"ever; Tour Vails alſo will [ tear, #nd deliver my Peaple vut of 
your Hand, and they ſhall be no more in your Hands, to be hunt - 
ed, and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, becanſe with your Lyes 
ye bave made the Hearts of the Rightcom ſad, whom I have not 
_— ad, and ftrengthned the Hands of the Wicked, that he 
ſhould not mrn from bis wicked Way, by promiſing him Life ; and 
this is theWork of the falſe Propher,chat foVows his own Spirit, 
that hath not the Spirit of God's Prophets, to make the Heart 
of theRighteous fad, & to ſtrengthen the Hands of the Wicked, .- 
that they ſhould not curn from their wicked Way, promiſing 
them Life in it, and teaching them to pload for Sin as long as , 
they live z buttheeverlaſting Life is out of it, being tyrned / 
from the Way of the Wicked; and do not you Pricfts now . 
adaycs promiſe them Life, though you' ſay, they mult carry 
their Body of Sin and Death to the Grave; and ſo are worſt 
pee. ene Fore-fathers, whom the Lord by his Prophets decla- 
red againſt, | | 
Therefore ſaith the Lord, Ye ſrel ſee no more Vanity, nor di- 
vine Divination, for I will deliver my People out of your Hands, DE 
andye 4 know that I am the Lord; Soitis the Lord that de- 
livers his People out of the Hands of theſe falſe Prophets, that 
follow their own Spirits, and teach for Handfuls of Bar- 
ly and Picces of Bread a Divination of their own Brain, and 
ſay, Thus faith the Lord, when the Lord never ſpoke unto 
them, -nor ſent them ; and many can witneſs this Deliverance . . 
of the Lord, bleſſed be his Name forever, Ez>,t 3. throughout. * 
And the Lord ſaid alſo, Theu Son of Man, the Children' of 
my People that talk of thee by the Walls, and in the Doors of the 
Honſes, and ſpeak one to another, every one to bis_Brother, ſay- 
ing, come I pray you,and bear what is the Word that cometh from 
the Lord; for they come unto thee as @ People uſe to corge, and 1 
People ſit before thee, and bear thy Words, but they will not do 
them, for with their Mouthes they make * JESTS, 
* Heb. 4and-cheir Hearts ro after their Covetonſneſs, and lo, 
thou art to them as @ } efting- Song of one that hath a plea- 
Jaxs Vice andgan ſing will, for they hear thy #ordt, but wy - | 
_ | Þ 
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do them Hot'; and when this cometh to 94/s, ferls is will came; 
then they ſhall knew-a Prophes hath been amengſt them, when rhe 
Lord hath broifght bye Flagucs and Fuds mens upon them, as 
' in the afore-going Chapter, EFxkzel. 33.31. And is not 
| this the Condition of People row? and are they not more 
forward to do the falfe Proptets Words then the true, whick 
he ſpeaks from the Lord, and yet will ſay the good Werds, 
but,not do them ? 'and have not you: been often warned of 
RE: 4: | 

. And Exzek, 34. there ye may ſee the evil Shepherds, whick 
Exckzel was to prophefie againſt, Thus ſairh the Lord unto the 
Shepherds, Wo be unto the Shepherds of Iſrael, that feed thems- 
ſelves ;, ſhould not the Shepherds feed the. Flocks? ye ear the Fas 
ye Cloath ye with the Wool, ye fillthem that are fod,. but ye feed 
rot the Sheep ;, the weak have ye nor [frengthned, the ſick have ye 
r4t healed, neither have ye bound upthe broken, nor brought a+ 
gain that which was driven away, neither have ye ſought that 
which was loſt; but with Churlfhufs and with Riger have ye ru- 
led them (mark herethefalle Prophets evil Works, who left 
the true V Votk)& 1he Sheep were ſcattered without a Shepherd, 
end when they were diſperſed, they were devoured of all the Beaſts 
of the Field; my Sheey wandered threugh all the Aſountains,and 
pon every high Fill ;, yea, my Flocks werg ſcattered throughoxs 
all the Earth, ard none ſearched nor foaght after them; theres, 
fore as I lire, faith the Lora, ſurily becanſe »y Flock was ſpoii< 
ed, and my$ ws were devoured of all the Beaſts of the Field, ha: 
wving no Shepherd; natizer did my Shepherds ſeek my Flock, but 
fed themſelves, and not the Flock; thus ſaith the Lerd, behold 
] come againſt the Shepherds,and ] will require my Sheep at theip 
Hanas (mark) 4:d cauſe rhem to ceaſe from feedsng of the Sheep, 
neither ſhall the Shepherds feed themſelves any more (mark,feed 
themſelves) 1 will deliver my ſheer from therr Mouthes (mark, . 
from. the Shepherds Mouthes) and they ſhall no more devonr 
them: So here 1s ſeen the Marks of thoſe Shepherds that deJ 
vour God's People ; come try your ſelves ye Shepherds, now 

adayes are not theſe Marks found upon you ? 
For thus ſaiththe Lord, Behold I will ſearch out my ſheep,and 
ſeth, them, and ] ill deliver them owt of al Places where 
_— prey 


*s 


' they. bave been ſcattered in 


Ne 
S 
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ſeek them, aud 1 will bring them out from amo#s the People, and 
feed them upon the Mountains of I{rael, and 1 will feed them in a 


good Paſtnre, in their own Fold, and there they ſh. lye in a goed. 


Fold, and in fat Paſture, and I will feed my Sheep, and br;1 fa 


them to their Reſt, ſaith the Lora, and I will /eck that which was. 


loft, and bring again that which was ariven away, and 1 will 
bind up that which was brokgn, and wil' ftrengthen the weak, , 


but I will deſtroy the fas and the ftrong, and will feed them with - 


Fudement ;, and this is the Lord's Werk by his power, which 
many can witneſs, bleſſed be his Name forever; for the Lord 


doth judge berwixt Sheep and Goats: So the Lord is our 


Shepherd, and we ſhall not want; and the Lord ſaith to the 
falſe Shepherds, Seeing it is 4 ſmall thing unto you. ro eat up the 
goed Paſture, but ye muſt tread down with your Feet the Refidue 


of your Paſture, and to have drunk of the deep Waters, but you. 
271: trouble the Reſidue with your Feet, and my Sheep ear. that. 


n hich ye have troden with your Feet, and arink"that which ye 
have fouled with your Feet ;, therefore thus ſaith the Lord Ged 
unto them, behold 1even I (mark) -»ill judge between the far 


Sheep andthe lean Sheep, becauſe ye lave- thruſt with. Side and 


with Shoulder, and pufht all the weak with your Horns, till ye 
have ſcattered them abroad, therefore I will ſave my Sheep, ſayes 
the Lord, and they ſhall no more be ſpoiled, or a Prey unto you ;, 
and I will judge berwixt Sheep and Sheep, and [will ſer up 4 


Shepherd over them, and he ſhiR feed thim, even my ſervant 


David, and be ſhall feed them, axd *c fh-l be their ſh:pherd,and 
1 will be their God: Fere ye may ice the Lord God is draw- 


ing and gathering his Sheep to Cj rift Jetus, the true Shep- 


herd, that layes down his Life for his Sheep; and tis many 


do witneſs, thar have.been feattercd, and been made a Prey 
upon by the Mouthes of the fal'e Shepherds, that have fed. 


themſelves,and have been wandring from Mountain to Moun- 


tainin this cloudy dark Day ; bur the Lord hath fought thera | 


that have been leſt, and bound them up that have been bro- 
ken, and ftrengthned the weak; and hath broug'tt many to 
the one F 1d, into his Paſture, to the one F epherd Chriſt 
Jeſus,and is bringing others to him z therefore try your ſclves 

| | : ye 


. c 


the Cloudy aud Darth Day,. we 


e 


- | 


/ 
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ye Paſtors, whether ye are not found inthe Steps of- thoſe 


W 2 falſe Shepherds Wayes and Steps, which the true Prophets 
cryed againſt, | 
| And&Chriit ſaith, ore 64 c:me unto me, except the Fathcr . 
dray. 1m; and the Truth of this we witneſs, bleſſed be the 
d Lord forever: And as 4 Company of Thieves wait for a Man, 


ſo the Company of Prieſts murder in the Wayby conſent ; for their 

Work.is Miſchief. Was not this ſoin Hoſes's Dayes, as you 

may ſee in Hoſea 6.9. nd was it rot ſo in tae dayes of Cliriſt 

againſt him? & is it not ſo now?read in 444r.27.how early ithcy 

£ot up in the, Morning to work Miſchief ,5 for when Morning 
| was come they roſe up together,the Chief Prieſts and Elders to 
take Counfel together to put Chriſt todeath : And hath nor 
this ©pirit and PraRtice been found amongſt ye Prieſts and Pro- 

| feſſors now adayes againſt Chrif's Followers? n 

And in Amos the 7th,\ce what Rag: the High-Prieſt Amazr. 

ah was in againſt Amos,& inform'd King Feroboam againſt bim, 

ſaying,that 10s hath conſpired againſt thee @ King; & warned 

Io Amos to be gone into the Land of 74dab and prophelie'there, 

R, and prophelie no more at Berkel which was the King's Chap- 

.-pel and Court : and then As the Rerdſman (aid to the Prieſt 
Amaziai that be was no Prophet but a-Herdſman, and a Gatker- , 
ey of Figs. Here you may ice the Wrath and Rage of the High- | 
Prieſt aga nit the Servant of God as they do now adayes. 

| ; And in Micha2, 11: If amin walking in the $þ:ru of Falſ. 
| hood [ye, ſaying, I will prophi ſie unto thee of Wine, and of ſtreng 

| | Drink, be jhafl even be a Prophet for this Peeple, Theſe were 

| the”, Prophets that pleaſed People then, .and are tity not 

WE: them that do ſonow ? And {uch like Prophets arc nct like to 


þ turn Pcople to God no more now then then, 

| And in Ac. 3. feethe c'apter enrorghout, and meaſure 
\ _ Your ſelves by thoſe Prieſts and Prophets, and ſee if you.be 
nat found in their Steps, They eat the goed, ſaith the Piopher, 


and love the Evil, thy pluck _rff thetr Shins from them, a::d their 
Fleſh from th: Bones, they ear alſo the Fi (1 of, my Peepl: (mark 
Men cat ) thy fllarff thr Skyrs fremrbien ; and thry ore ck, 
ehetr Bones and coop them tn Picees. as for the Pot, and as Fiſh 

C 2 ; Werlg- 


| 20) 

witn the Canliron, then FS they ery unts the Lora, but 
wilt-not. hiar them ;, he will vide his Face from them, becauſe 
they bave done Wickedly in their Works, Now here you may 
fec theſe Wicked workers could cry unto theLord 3 they had 
a Profcflion.then, as many in their praftice do now. | 

But thus ſaith the Lord Concerning the Prophets that deceive 
my People,and bite them with their Teeth, mark,and cry Peace 
(this is a ſtrangePeace but if any man put not 11.80 pheir Mouths 
mark, sxto cherr Mouths, they prepare War againſt them, and. 
have not we (een this Scripture fulfilled, and daily fulfilling a- 
mong the Prieſts of C ar:ftcndom ſo called? 


Therefore Night ſhiRl be unto you for a Viſion, and' Darkneſs 


' fhallbe unto you for a Divination, and the Sun ſhill go down 0- 
ver the Prophe's, and the Day ſhalt be dark over them, Mark) 
ye that are found in theie Steps; is not the Sun gone down vp- 
en you all, & doth not then dark Night follow? read your Got 
dition, and/try your felves, | 

Then ſal the Seer be aſhamed,and the Southfayer confoundra, 
yea they ſhall all cover their Lips ; for they have no Anſwer from 


God, 3nd 1s not this one of your Articles of your Faith, that. 
there is no kearing God's Voice now adayes, nor no Anſwer- 


from God ; ſo that you may cover your Lips and be aſhared, 


and ſay the Sun is gone down upon you, and your Day is dark . 


upon you ; but Aicha faith, rruly 1 am full of Power by the 
Spirit of the Lord', and if Fad ment, and of Sir:ngth, to ae- 
ezare unto Jacob his Tranſp »ſſions. and unto Iſrael his Sin, &;c. 
And are not ſech things to be declared againſt now, by them 
that are full of the Power and Spirit of God now in Chriſten- 
4:1, a5 he declared azainſt then. , 

Ard faich he, They build up Sion wich Blood, and Jeru'alem 


with Iniquity: And may it not be ſaid, that Chriſtendom 19. 


built up with Blood and Perſecution, and with Iniquity ? Now 
1s Aot your Zn and your Feruſalce: all on Heaps, and like a 


Forreſt that is barren, who plead for Sin and Imperfection to 


the Grave? 


The Head thercef judge for Reward, ſaith Micha, the Pricfts 
hereof reach for Hires the Prophets thereof propheſie for Monty» 
—_—_ 


1 


WY >» 


; $. ex) 

jt} will they lean upon the Lord and ſay, u not the Lord among ft 
4, no Evil Can Come upon 13%? Therefore jhall Sion for your 

ſakes be plonghed up likg 4 Field, and Jeruſalem jhatl be ans 
Heap, and the Mountain ef the Houſe, as the hich Plare of the 
Forreſt, And now try your ſelves ye Prieſts and Prophets, 
go not ye Teach for Hire, and propheſic for Money ? And do 
not you think that your $02 muſt be turned up like a Field: 
with God's Plough,and your Fernſalcz be as a Heap, and the - 
Mol xtain of your Houſe like the kigh Place of the Forreſt bar« 
ren, you being found in the ſteps of thoſe Prieſts and Prophets, . - 
if you believe Adicha to be a true Prephet, do not you think: 
thoſe thing: will come upon you, that he declared? 

And in Zeph, 3.4. wherc he faith, Fer Prophets are light 
4; A witked Perſons, her Pri fts have polluted the Sanftnarys 
41d 'hiy bave wreſted the Law. Now mea'ure ycur ſelves 
wit? . hefe, and Took into your Actions,that profeſs yevr ſelves - 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, and ſce if this Ligttneſs and Wicked- 

_ neſs benot found amongſt you; and that your SanRuarics arc 
n« &:corrupted? And do not you plead for | Te: m of Life} a - 
L ody of Sin and Death, andcaſt the Law of the Spirit of Life 
wu hich 1s in. Chriſt Jeſus behind your Backs, which makes frec 
{rem the Law of Sin and Death, | 

And in Z:ch, 11, 17, 0h I2el..Shepherds that leave the Flack, 
the. Sword ſhall be upon bis Arm, ard upon bis right Eye ;, bus 

. Arm ſhall be clean dried up, ard his right Eyc ſhall be utter y 
darkned. See here is Goc's Judgmen's dcenoun. ed upon the 1- 
dol Shepherd that leaves his Flock, And in the $th verſe, Ut 
6 fatd, Three Shepherds did ] alſs cut off in ene Afcncth, and 
my Scul loathid them, ard their Scouls abhorrcd me, Hereis- 
the End of ſuch Shepherd: as abhor the Lord, and yet pretend 
to keep his Sheep.. Now try your Selves, you Prieſts of 
Chr:ſtc::dom, ſee rf your right Eye be not darkned, and your : 
Arm dried up, and then how can you ſee? 

Andin al. 2. The Prieſts Lips ſhould have preſerved 
Knowledge, and they. ſhot li bave forght it at the Lord's - 
Mouth; Buz now O ye Prieſts, this Commandment 1s for Jen, if-. 
yee will not hear it, ner ccnfider it in your Hearts to gue Glery: 
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to my Name, faiththe Fo 5 Hoſts; I will even ſend a Curſe 
upon you, and wil curſe your Bleſſings, yea, 1 have ourſt them 
alreadg; mark, becauſe ye do not conſider it in your Hearts ; 
therefore what are your Bleſſings good for, if they be curſt? 

Behold, ſaith the Lerd, 1 will corrupt your ſeed, and caff 
Dung «pon your Faces, and you ſhill be likg unto it ; mark, like 
unto Dung, which the Lord will caſt upon you ;. and. there= 
fore all ye Prieſts conſider this Command and take it to Heart, 


% 


who have left the Work of God, whoſe Lips ſhould have pre- 


ſerved Knowledge, if ye had ſought his Law from his Mouth ; 
but you ſay, now adayes t*erc is no hearing his Voice ; then- 


Ao receiving his Law from his Mouth, to wit, the Law ofthe: 


Spirit of Life which is in Chriſt Jelus, whom Sod hath made a 
Prieſt higher then the Heavens, whom all people muſt ſeek 
their Knowledge from, and Salvation from; for he is their 


"Treaſure : here ye. may ſee what Judg nents came upon the 


Tews and their Prophets, Shepherds, Prieſt, and Paſtors ; 
and what Miſery they brought the people into, and what Judg. 
ments God: ſent his Prophets to denounce againſt them, and 
to diſown them, and what Miſery he brought them into, that 
ſpoke and run, and uſed their Tongues, and ſtule God's words 
from their Neighbour, when the Lord never [ſpoke to them, 
nor ſentthem: And theſe were ſuch as teached for Hire, and 
for filthy Lucre, and- Hand- fuls of Barly, and for pieces of 


Bread, and wete the Flatterers and Daubers with Untempered * 


Morter ; and filthy Dreamers, and followed the Divination 


of their own Hearts and Brains, and foflowed their own Spirit, | 


ſeeing nothing, and rengthen the Hands of the wicked, and 
fadned the Righteousſec king for theirGain from their Quarter, 
where they have got their Quarter, there they are ſeeking for 


' * theirGain;ſpeaking peace to people whileſt they put into their 


Mouths, but if not they prepared War againſt them, and theſe 
turned againſt the Lord's prophets, and caſt his Law bchind 
their backs, and caſt off rhe Lord, though they might get the 


Form of Words, of the Law and of the prophets, yet out of 


the Life theſe were all judged with the Lord, agd with his Pro- 


pets that ſpoke from the Mouth of the Lord; therefore ſuch 


Cannot 
/ 


” 
_- 


= . 

cannot be owned now that be found in their Steps in Chriftens 

dom, and that are found in their praRices, if they own God 

and his prophets that eeclared againft them, as you may ſee in 

the prophets ef the old Teftament, and therefore try your: 
ſevels by theſcScriptures,. - | 


And now let us ſee in the New Teſtament what ſort of 
preachers Chriſt and the Apoſtles cried againſt, and what Sort 
they owned and ſent,forth. 

Chrift ſaid, Wo unto the Scribes and bliad Phariſees, which 
made clean the outſide of the platter, and appeared beautiful. 
outwardly, but inwardly were full of Bribery, and Exceſs, - 
and Cead Mens Bones, and Filthineſs. Now th:ſe were high- 
Profeſſors that had a beautiful outſide, and ſhined like a Cup 
or a Platter on the outfide ; and did not many of thele Profel- 
ſors outſtrip many of the Profeſſors of Chriſt's Words now a 
dayes in the outhde?- 
 _ Again,Chrift ſpeaks to the Multitude,and to his Diſciples, 8&. 

tells them how they ſhall know the falſe Teachers with their 
Marks ; They bind beavy Eardens, and grievous to be born, 
aud lay them on mens ſhoulders, here is one Mark, bat they 
themſebues wil 1.0: bedy them with one of their liutle Fingers ;, 
they will not move that which they lay upon 6thers,and rhar is con- 
trary to the Law; For a4 their Works they do 18 to be ſeen of 
Aden, they makg their PhylaQeries'\broad, and make leng the 
Fringes of tbeir Garments: Here is another Mark, by their 
Garments and doing what they do to be ſcen, which theſe in - 
our Dayes may try themſelyes by, whether theſe Marks be 
Rot found upon them. 

| Thcy love the 61:3 feft Place in Frafts, -and to have the chiefeſt © 
Place inthe Afﬀſemblics ; here is anothcr Mark : They love Gree- 
tings inthe Markgt-Place, and to be call.d of Men Rabbi or - 
Adaſter : Here is another Mark. 

But faith Chrift to his Diſciples, Be not ye called of men Aſa- 
fte- or Rabbi; for one# your /1aſt.r, even Chrift, and you are 
all Brethren ;, he that 1s the greateſt among you, let him be youy 
ſervant Here is Chrift's DoQtine to bis Miniſters, 24ar. a3. 

NES and 


s.-29 _ 24) | 

-2nd' the Marks or Tokens by which People may know the 

'falſe ; and therefore try your ſelves, ye Preachers and Prieſts 

-in Chriſtendom, have ye not all theſe Marks and Badges, and 
to be cried gainft by the Spirit? 

And the falie Teactiers were ſuch, as garniſhed the Sepul. 
'chers of the Righteous, and ſaid, /f we hed been in the Dayes of 
our Fore-Fathers, we woutd not have killid- the Prophets, or 

have been Partak, r5 with our Fore- Fathers in the Blood of the 
. Prophets ;, ſo then be ye Witn ſſ"s, ſaith Chrift,unto- your ſelves, 
that ye are the Children of rhem that murdered the Prophers, Oh 
Generation of Vipers | how can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hek, 
x faith Chrit? And do not many fay ſonow, thateare found ** 
'in the Praftice of their Fore- Fathers the Scribes and Phar:- 
ces? 
F And further, Chrift faith, wherefore, behold Ijend unto you 
Prophets, and Wiſe Men, and Scribes, and of them .ye fhall hill 
ni ce and of them ye ſhall ſcourge in your Synagogues,and 
perſecute from Gity toCity, mark theſe were ſuch as Chrift 
thould ſend amongſt thoſe Profefſors,and that was then to be 
fufilled, that upon you might come all the Righteous Blood 
that was ſhed upon the Earth Ezc. | | 

Now 'have not many Chriſtians in Profeſſion, but not in 
Poſſeſſion fulfilled theſe Sayings of Chrift upon his Servants,in 
ſcourging and perſecuting, \and putting them out of their Sys 
Nagogues in theſe our Dayes. 

Andiin Afar, 10, where Chrift ſent forth his Diſciples ts 
preach, and ſaid, As ye gopreach, ſaying the Kingdom of Hea- 7 8 
ves is at Hand; heal the ſick, cleanſe the Leproms, caſt our % 
Devils, freely you have received, freely give, poſſeſs not Goltl 
ner Silver in your Purſes, nor take a ſcripfor your Fourney, ne- 
ther two Coats,nor Shoes nor flaff ;for the Workman # worthy of 
bis Meat;and into what City or Town ye ſhall come,enquire who 
'5s wortby 31 3ty, 4nd there abide till ye go hence, and when ye come 
into an Houſe, ſalute the ſame, and if the Houſe be worthy let 

' [your Peace come won it, but if it be not worthy let your Peace res 
-$HYR t0 you 4g4in, and whoſoever will not recerue you, nor hear 
 _yonr Words ,mark,ner hear your Words;when you depart ef 

| ; | that 


| {fag | 
that Houſe or City, ſhake off the Duff of your Feet for a Teſti- 
 mony againſt them; truly I ſay unto youy for it ſhall be more 
tolerable forSodom 4nd Gomorrah in the Day of Fudament then 
for that City, faith Chriſt. 

Behold I ſend you, as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, be ye 
therefore wiſe as Serpents, aud innocent as Doves; beware 0 
Aen;for they will deliver you up-to the Conncils,and will ſcourge 
you in their Synagogues, mark, in their Synagogues; ye fhall 
be brought before the Governeurs and Kings for my Name Sake 
inwitnefs to them and to the Gentiles ;, but when they deliver you 
#p, take no thought, how or what you ſhall ſpeak; for ut ſhall be 
ven you in that Hour what ye ſhall ſay; for it # not ye that 
ſpeak,,ebut the Spirit of the Father, which ſpeaketh in you, Now 
mark how Chriſt ſent forth his Miniſters, here they were to 
give freely ; for freely they had received of Chriſt, and they 
were not to take Gold or Silver in their Purſes, nor Scrips, 
they were to enquire who was worthy in Town or City, and 
what was ſet before them, that they were to eat; * they were 
not to enquire what Benefits or Augmentations belonged to 
ſuch a Town or Place, and they were not to go to the Magi- 
ftrates for the Bag and their Staff, but who was worthy ; and 
they were to be as innocent as Doves; for they went amongſt 
Wolves as Sheep; they were to be delivered up before Coun- 
Cils, and ſcourged in the Synagogues ; they were to be brought 
before Rulers, but they were not to take thought or ſtudy 
what to ſpeak; for it was the Spirit of the Father ſpoke in them. 
Now who,inChr:ifter:dorm goes on-in this Path of theDilſciples of 
Chriſt, as you may ſee Afar. 16. and Adarks. and Luke 9. 

and obey the Command of Chriſt herein. _ 

And in Z#ke 10. where Chriſt appointed his Seventy Dilcis 
ples and ſent them out-two and two before him, and be faid 
unto them, The Harveſt is great, but the Labourers are few, 
pray therefore the Lord of the Haruſs to ſend forth La- 
bourers unto bus Harveſt, mark, pray for the Lord to ſend 
them forth, who is the Lord of the Harveſt; ſo theſe were not 
ro be ſent forth by men, but by the Lord of the Haryeſt ; and 
this was Chiiſt's Command for his Diſciples to pray, and ſaith 

| D Chriſt 
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Chrift to his Seventy, Go your Wayes, behold 1 will ſend you 
forth as Lambs amone ft Wolves ; mark, theſe Wolves ye pro- 
fefling Fews of the Law and the Prophets; carry neither Bay 
»or Scrip, nor ſalnte no man by the Way, and into what ſoever 
H ouſe yeerter, ſay, Peace rothis Henſe, and if the Son of 
Peace be therey your Peace ſhall reſt upon it , 5f not it ſhall turn to 
you a7ainga nd inthat Houſe tarry ſt:11, eating and drinking Juck 
things 44 ſnallby them be ſet before you ;, for the Labenrer 4 
worthy of his ſeat: Ge net from Houſe to Houſe, So you 
may ſee t-is was their Wages, a little Meat and drink 5 Bur in 


ro whatſoever City ye ſhall enter,” if they recerve you, cat 


ſuch things as are ſet before you ;, heal the ſick that are there, aud 
ſay unto them, the Kingdom of God i Come near unto you ; 
but inte whatſoever Cuy ye ſhall enter, if they will not recerve you, 
go your Wayes out znto the Streets of the ſame City,ard ſay,mark, 
they were to ſpeak in the Strects, evex the very Duſt which 
eleaveth on us of your City, we wipe off againſt you, norwubſtand. 


ing know this, that the Kingdom of God 1s come near unto you ; 


- mark # core near unio you, for T ſay unto you that it ſhall be ea- 
fier in that Day for them of Sodom, then for that City ; he that 
heareth you heerath me, ſaith Chriſt; andthe that deſpiſeth you 
defpiſeth me ;and he that d:ſpiſith me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me; 
and the Seventy ruturned again from their preaching with Foy, 
| ſaying, Lord, even the Devils are ſubdued unto u4 through thy 
| Name, and Chriſt bid them, rejoyce not in that, but rather be- 
cauſe their Names are written in Heaver.,, and that ſame Hour 
Jeſus rejoyced in Spirit and ſaid, I confeſs unto thee O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, that then haſt hid theſe things from 
the wiſe and learned, and haſt revealed them to Babes, even fo 
: Father beeauſe it ſo pleaſed thee ;, then he turned to hs Diſciples 
and ſaid, all things are given me of my Father,and no may know- 
eth whothe Son u, but the Father, ner whothe Fathcy is ſave 
the Son, and he. to whom the Son will reveal him ;, and he turned 
ro bus Dijcifles and ſaid,bleſſed are the Eyes which ſee what yeu 

ee. 
f So here you way ſee how Chriſt ſent forth the ſeventy Diſ- 
ciples, and how they came again with ſoy, and how kis-Father 
hat 
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had revealed ſuch Things to Babes, ard hid them from the wiſe 
and learned, and that.7o Afar knows the Son, but the Father, 
and no exe knows the Father, . but the Son, and him to whom the 
Son will reveal him : So it's clear neither learned norwiſe know 
the Father nor Son, but by Revelation, as may be ſeen at 
large in Luk; 10, Therefore all ye Teachers in Chriſtendom, 
come and try your ſelves by-theſe Scriptures, and ſee whether 
you be not feund out of the Practice of Chriſt's Diſciples and 
Miniſters, and diſobedient to Chriſt's Commands. 

And now theſe Seventy, as the Twelve, were not to enquire 
in what Town or City they came where was the greateſt Bene - 
fice or Augmefhitation, and come and tell Chriſt, they had got- 
ten ſuch. Things ; but their Joy was, that he had given them 
Power over the Devil: And Chriſt ſaid in Lafe 22.35. unto 


- his Diſciples, When [ ſent you without Bag and Scrip and Shoes, 


lacked you any thing ? and:he Diſciples anſwerea bim, they lack.- 
ed rothing ; So here you may lee, though Chriſt ſent forth his 
Miniſters without Bag or Scrip, Silver or Gold, and comman- 


ded them to give freely, as they had received freely of him, 


yet they wanted ſor nothing: Therefore confider all you that 
call your ſelves Miniſters, that ſay,ye bave not heard the Voice 
of Chriſt, are rot you alwayes in Want; though you have 
Bag and Scrip, Silver and Gold ? and will you goto any Place, 
except there be a great Parſonage, or ſome Augmentation ; 
therefore meaſure your ſelves with ſuch as Chriſt ſent forth,and 
ſee how unlike you are unto them? and have not you laid away 
Chrift's Command, who faith, freely you have received, freely 
give? and how can you receive freely from Chriſt, when you 
never expect to hear his Voice, or to be ſent out by him ? 
therefore have not you given Judgment again your ſelves, that 
you are ſuch as run, and ſpeak, and uſe your Tongues, and 
follow your own Spirits, and ſee nothing, whom God nor 
Chriſt never hath ſent nor ſpoken unto ; and are not you like 
the inwardly ravenning Wolves, ſpoken of in. AZar. 7. & 24. 
that have the outſide, the Sheeps Clothing, the outſide of the 
Sheep, but not the Life of the Sheep; and ſoare the Thiſtles 
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deceive People with the Sheeps outfide, with which you cover 
the Wolfiſh Nature; hath not this been ſeen in Chriſtendor, 
* who ſay, you havenot the ſame Power and Spirit the Apoſtles 
had ? wherein we do believe you, for your Fruits have decla- 
red it, though you may have the outward Words of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, and worry them that be in the Life, as your 

Fore- fathers did. 

And in Matthew, Mark, Luke and Fohbn ye may ſee how 
it was the chief Prieſt,Scribes and Phariſees, that were the great 
Profeflors, with their Elders, that were the*chiefeſt againſt 
Chrift our Saviour, as may be {cen in 24ar. 27, 26. and how 
_ that they perſwaded the commen People againſt Chriſt, and 
te ask Barrebas, and deftroy Jeſus; and the chief Prieſts 


mocked him, . with the Scribes and Elders of the Phari- 


fees... 

Andin ark 14. where they led Jeſus away to the high 
Prieſt, and how the high Prieſt ſought falſe-Witneſs againſt 
him, to put him to Death. | 

And in Luke 23. there you may ſee how vehemently the 
high Prieſts and the Scrib s accuſed Jeſus, and it was the high 
Prieſts that delivered Chriſt to Pilate, Foh. 18. 35. _ Andthey 
were the Informers againſt Jeſns; and are not they fo now ? 
let Town and Country ſpeak ; and 74q4as fold Chriſt for thirty 
Pieces of Sifver to the chief Prieſts, and when they had cruct. 
fied him, they gave large Money to the Sovuldicrs to fay, that 
tu Diſciples bad ftcllen him awayby Night, as in Fat, 28, 13. 
fo Frdas was the firſt that fold Chriſt, and Simon Aſague was 
the ſecond, who would have bought the Gift of God, to have 
got Money by it, and be offered the Apoſtles Money to have 
got that Gift, but ſee Peter's Anſwer, Thy Aoney periſh with 
thee, becauſe then thinkeft the Gift of God can be , 

Fdoney, for I ſee thou art in the Galt of Bitterneſs and Bond of 
Iniquity, &c. and therefore conſider all you that ſay, ye have 
bought the Gift,and it coſt your Parents a great deal of Money, 
and therefore you muſt have ſo much a Year for it again; do 
ye think thatyou are not in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of 
iquity ? and de not you think that you and your A” = 
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(29) is wliich 
that ye have bonght with it; and ſel}, will periſh-together ? - 
Read A%#s 8,18. Now you cannotſell Ciirift, as old F4das - 
did, exceptit be in his Members ; for heis riſen, though'yor - 


may ſell his Words, by which there is more gotten ycarly,with' - 


the Parſonages, Glebe Lands, Augmentations, and other Re- 
venues, then by any other Trade whatſoever in Chriſtendom, - 
and how many Millions are gotten-yearly in Ci#;/tendar (let 
the Arithmericians calt it up) by the Prophets, Chriſt's and - 
the Apoſtles Words, which they freely ſpoke forth, and de: 
clared againſt ſuch as taught fgr Money, and for fiithy Lucre, - 
and for Means, as you may ſee both in the old and new Teſta. 
ment, how they declared againſt ſuch ; and apght not ſuch to. 
be declared againft now by them that are in the ſame Spirit ? 
And Paul in A&s 20.31, he tells the Elders of the Church 
of Epheſus, that by the ſpace of three Years I ceaſed not to warn © 
every one both Night and -Day with Tears (Mark, for three 
Years together he did warn theſe People at Epheſus) and 1rake 
God to Record this day(fayes he)thar 1 am clear from the Blood of 
all Men, for I have kept nothing back,but have ſhewed you all the - 


"+ Counſel of Grd;take heed therefore unto your ſelves and the Flock - 


which the bely Ghoſt hath made you Quer ſeers of ; feed the Charghs 
of God, which he hath purchaſed with hu awx Blosd', Mark, + 
it is the holy Ghoſt that made them Overſeers, and there was - 
their Succeſſion ; ſo they were not made Overſeers by Men ; 
and ſo with this holy Ghoſt they did overſee & feed this Flock, 
the Church, which Chriſt is the Head of. 

And now all you that pretend your ſelves to be Overſeers, 
and yet ſay, there is no having the holy Ghoſt now adayes, as - 
the Apoftles had; fo then you are.no true Overſeers, neither - 

/ Chriſt; for mark, it was the holy 
Ghoſt that made them Overſeers ; and they that be the true 
Overſecrs muſt ſucceed themin the holy Ghoſt, and be made 
Overſcers by it, forthe Apoſtle ſaid after his Departure from | 


the ChurchatE pheſus,where he had been for the Space of three 


Years, Grieveth Woles fſhonld enter in among them, not fparing 
the Flock: and thoſe Wolves would come with the Form of 
Godlineſs and with the Sheeps Clothing, but inwardly raven- | 


SE 


EEEELgS | f20) 
ied frem the holy Spirit of God; but he commended rhem to 
God, and tothe the Word of his Grace, which # able to build there 
up, and to give them an [nheritance amongſt all them that are 
JanEtfed, 
And Paul tells the Epheſians further, 7 have coveted no mans 
Silver, nor Ggld,nor Apparel,;though he had preached amongft , 
them three Years, as aforeſaid ; Ye know, ſayes he, that theſe 
Hands have miniſtkred unto my Neceſſities, and unto them cbr 
were with me, | 
And now ye Old and New: Bngland Profeſſors and others, 
that ſay, there was no Need for Paxl to have a Maintenance, 
becaule he travafled up and down; ſo now here you may ſee 
where Pazl was three Years together,and yet coveted no mans 
Silver, nor Gold, nvr Apparel ; and moreover ſaid he, Ye 
know that theſe Hands have miniftred to my Neceſſities and ts 
them that were with me, for the Space of three Years; for you 
-never read here that he ſued any man ſor Tythe or Means; he 
was not like, who laboured with his Hands. 


labour with your own Hands, to ſupply your own Neceffities 
' and others? hethat was clear of the Bloed of all Men, and 
declared unto them the whole Connſel of God, did this; yea, 
. for the Space of three Years to the Church at Fpheſw; beſides 
many other Places that he ſpeaks of, amongſt whom he was a 

Witneſs of Chriſt: But let the Goals and the Goalers, and 

+ The Bayliffs, and Sheriffs witnels againſt you for them, whoſe 
| | | Goods 


aw 


- 
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CO you have taken , that you never did any Work 
or, 

Andin A&s 28, 30. where Paul ye may ſee remained two 
_ full Years in his hired Houſe, and received all that came in to 

him, preaching the Kingdom of God, and thoſe Things which 
concernd the Lord JefusChrift, with Boldneſs of Speech without 
Let among the Zearhen- Komans;l ſay,this was Paxl,that covet- 
ed no mans Silver, nor Gold, nor Apparel, which preached a- 
mong the Gentiles at Rome, he had no Monaftery nor Abbey 

noygreat Steeple houſe to preach in then, nor ſet Wages, nor 
did not ſue People for Maintenance or Tythe, er caſt his Hear- 
ers into Priſon, becauſe they would not Five him ſuch Things, 
if you fay he did, let us ſee your Rule for it in Scripture. 

And now if you ſhould objett and ſay, Cuſtome ro whom Cu- 
Pome, and Tribute to whom Tribute ;, this di1 relate to the Ma» 
giſtrates, which were for the Puniſhment of the Fvil.-doers,. 
and were for the Praiſe of them that do well, ſuch: Things we- 
were never againſt, paying for Confcience fake 5 but this in: 
Rom, 13, is nothing to juſtifie Hirelings;and to oppoſe Chrift's- 
Command, , which is, Freely ye have received, freelyHrve ;, for- 
the Apoſtle Paul ſaith in Rem.16, Now I beſeech you Brethren, . 
mark them diligently which cauſe Divifters and Bffences, con» 
trary to the Deftrine which ye have learned, and avaid them- 
(mark) for they are ſuch as ſerve not the Lord Feſu Chriſt, but 
their own Bellies, and with fair Sperches and flattering Words. 
deceive the Hearts of the ſimple; come try your ſelves ye Teach- 
ers by thoſe Scriptures; is it not you who make the Diviſion; 
who have got the Flattering and fair Speeches, deceive the - 
Hearts of the ſimpleggtio ſerve not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt but: 
your ownÞBcllics? is iFfiot your Bellies that you ſerve with your: 
great Parſonages, and Glebe-Lands, and Augmentations, Ea 
ſter-Reckonings and Mid{ummer-dues? for if you did ſerve: 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, then you would obey his Command, . 
which is, Freely you have receiveafreely give,and not perſecute: 
and caſt in Priſon ſuch as will not put into yeur Moutbes; and if 
your Parſonages and rich Benefices ſhould be taken away, then 

It 
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Sas (32) 5 
} it world' be ſeen how many Servants Chriſt would havea- [ 
"mongſt-You. ; | 

"And Paul preacht at Corinth a Year and-half, and taught the 
*Word'sf God a mong them freely, 4#s 18. 11. 1 Cor, 1,9, 
And Pa#l wrought with Priſcifla and Aquila at Corinth, 
which was of the ſame Craftas Pau! was of; for their Craft 
was to'mike Tents, and he abode with them as aforeſaid : Ne- 
: vertheleſs Pal preachtup and down in the Fews Synagogues, 
: teſtifying to them that Jeſus was the Chriſt ; and now com- 
pare your PraQtice with Pax/'s and Priſcila's and Aquila's, ye 
Prieſts ;, for though he was a Tradeſman, yet he preacht the 
© Goſpel: And this Priſcilla and: Aquila were both Inftructers 
'of Apellos concerning Chriſt, as'in A#s 25, of whom Paul 
' was a Miniſter, | | 
' And often you Prieſts have brought Azaniac and Sapphira 
"his Wife for proof for your Maintenance, againft fuch as keep 
*back your Tythes, becauſe they kept away part of the Price of 
' their Goods, and laid itaot down at the Apoſtles Feet, which 
*Compariſon or Inſtance is an unequal weight ormeaſure ; for ] 
"Peter did not deſire it, nor the Apoſtles, whileſt it remained in \ 
their Hands they might have kept it all, and nothave ſold their 2 
« Goods ; for the Apoftles did notdelire it, nor coveted no mans — 
'Gold nor Silver, but their. wilful and wickedly lying againſt | 
the Holy Ghoſt, and their agreeing together in yiegbeoughe | 
"the Judgment of God upon them, and this is nothing for the 
'Purpoſe ; but take heed leſt the ſame Judgment overtake you 
for lying againſt the Spirit of God in your Conſciences, and 
' doing that which you know you ſhould not, and ſaying that 
"which 'you -are not, as you'may'fee in 4&5 5. And whereas 
"you quote that the Chriſtians ſold all therr Goods in the primi- 
tive time and brought in thePrice thereof, and laid it down at 
the Apoſtles Feet ; - this-was a voluntary Act in them, it was 
*not done by compullion from the Apoftles, nor by their deſire - 
"neither was it done altogether for the Apoſtles Uſe, but for the © 
"Supply of all' ſuct'as were in Neceſſity amongſt them; and 
" Tythes in the time of the Law were not for the Priefts and the 
27 leh : | | 'Levires f 
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Levites ewn Uſe, but for the Widdows, Strangers, poorand 
Fatherleſs. ; 9] ht” 
And in Zeke 5. Feſus entred into the Ship which was Ssmon 
Peter's and bid him thruſt off a little from the Land, and Jeſus 
ſate down, and taught the people ont of the Ship; and when he 
had done ſpeaking, he ſaid unts Simon, larch out into the deep, 
and let dewn your Nets to make a Draught, and they incloſed 4 
multitude of Fiſh, though before they kad been toiling all Night, 
and catched nothing ;, ſo that their Nt was rPAdy ro break, and 
they beckgned to theer Partners which were in the Ship, that they 
ſhould come to help them,who came, and they fil. dhoth their Shipsy 
ſo that they began to fink. Now when Simon Peter ſaw it, be 
fell down at Feſtus Feet, ſaying, Lordgtfrom me, 1 am a ſinful 
man, for he was utterly afton:ſh.d; and all that were with him, 
for the Draught of Fiſh which they had raken. and ſo was alfo 
James and John the Sons of Zebedee, which were Partners 
wich Simon, chem Feſus ſaill unto Simon, fear not, from hence 
forth thou flalt catch men, and when they brought the Fiſhes to 
L arid they forſooks all a 'd followed him, to wit Jeſus, Here 
you may ſee what manner of men were Chriſt's Diiciples, Fi- 
ſher men ;, &c. and Chriſt preackt in Peter's Ship, and Pe- 
ter the Fiſher man did catch many men according to Chriſt's 
Words, as when he converted Three Thouſand at one Sermon, - 
" asin 4&5 2.41. S -- 
And .the Magiſtrates perceived that Peter and Fohn were 
 Un'earned Men, and could not read Letters, but they took 
Knowledge they had been with Jeſus, who is the true Teacher, 
as in A#5 4. 13. If they had been in your Dayes, would not 
you have mecked ar them, as the Letter profelſing Fews did.? 
and do not you do the ſame to ſuch now ? And Peter and, 
the other Diſciples did abide with Chriſt ; ad after Feſws was 
"riſen there wire togethty Simon Peter and Thomas cafled Didis 
mus,: 474 Nathanael of Cana i Galilee, andthe Sons of Zebe«, 
dee, and two-other of bis Diſciples, ard Simon Peter fard to 
them, I go # fiſhind,,and they ſaid unto him, we ge alſo with 
thee; and they went ftrait way and enired into a Ship, and that . 
Night caught they nothivg, but when the Xſorning wa come 7 
p E * 
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Jus flood on the ſhore, and the Diſciples knew-not: that it was Je- 
{m,. and Feſur ſaid unto them, Sirs have ye any Aﬀeat, andihcy 
anſwered bim no ;, then he ſaid nnto them. oaft ont. the Net on 
the right fide.of the Ship, and ye ſpall find; ſothey caft. ont, and 
they were not able to draw it for the FAwltitude of Fiſh, therefore 
faid the Diſciple whom Feſus lowed, ut ts the Lord. ;, ard when 
Simon Peter beard that it was Feſme, be girt by: Fifhcrs Coat un - 
19 k5m; for be was nakgd, ard caſt himſelf into the Seng. put the 
other Diſciples cagee in the Ship, for they were not far from Land, 
Put about Fro Hundred Cubits, ard they drew the Net with- 
Fifhcs: re-Land, «© Sata Koa 14; 

Now ye may ſce here the Apeſtles what plain Men they 
were, and Peter was ig His Fiſhers Coat after Chriſt was rien, 
whe had beer a Preacher of Chriſt agreat while Trom his Con« 
veriion for feveral Years tiff Chriſt was crucified, whofaw 
Chriſt's Miracle before he was converted; and now againafter 
he was riſen, as in Fohn 21, And ſayPexer and Fohn and-the.'0- 
ther Diſciples who had been toiling all: Night before their 
Converſion, and aftcr Chriſt was riſen, bat caught nothing, 
but at Chriſt's Werds they did, even to thcir aftoniſhment., 
and that might let them.ſee the Truth of Chriſt's Words, thar 
& Sparrow ſhonld not fall tothe Ground with the will ef the Fa- 
per , fo a Fiſh could not be caught in the Net without. the 
Wil of Chrift, by uv hom-alF things were made. - - -. + + 
But here you may ſee that Peter and/ohaiy; and the. Sons of 


Zbedee, they were Fiſher-men before they. were' converted; 


and after Chrift was riſcn, and were Partners; and wentafiſh- 
ing together, as in Lake 5. and John 21. And would not (ach 
Preachers and. fvch Diſciples be-odious now adayes ts you 
Priefts,-as they were to. the high Prieſts, and. Pheriſces, arid 
Coonci!,& the Rulers, who caſt them in Priſon, & commanded 
ther to ſpeak no more in the Name of Jeſus, as you may.ſee in 


Att. qth. and- 5th Chapters, and confultced toflay them; but - 


. 


that Ga-malic} moderated the Priefts and Council ;-andſo when, 
they -hefl ſcourged the Apoftles they let. thenrgo - «So: here 
the fulfilling of Chriſt's Words, who told theni:before, 

| lame Sake they ſhould be had' before the Rulers 
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and ſcourged;* . And now conilBye that-aregcalled Minifters 
and Prieſts and 0thers,arc ye found in the Spirit of the Apoſtles, 
orinthe'Spirit of thoſe that ſcourged? and does not there want 


a Grwralicl: arviongſt you ro moderate you ? And did not the | 
4 Prieſts and Rulers in'New- England want a Gamalicl amongſt” 

youto moderate you when you put our Friends to Death ; and: 

have notthe Papiſts and Proteftlants Wanted aGamakelamengſt * 


them,”-who have cauſed: ſo-many to ſuffer fince the Apoſtles 
Dayes, and ts ſay unfo you, If it be of Ged it ſhall ftland, les 
theſe Men alone, leſt ye be found Fighters ag ainſt Gerd? 

- Again, conſider/ye Prieſts and others, and meaſure your 
ſelves, who ſay the Scripture is your Rule, whether you be in 
the Prieſts Spirit, and*Sax's unconverted with his Packet of 
Letters, and from that Spirit give forth ſuch Commiſſions to 
Your Saxls. to.hale and bind the true Chrilt ians,! and bring 

them to-Priſon ; are not ſuch Perſecutors of Chriſt's Seed, As 

9; Why perſecureſt thou me? And after Saul was converted 
* and became a Paul did not the unconverted Pricſts and Fews 

ſcek:to'deſtroy him, and ts ſtone him, as may,be ſeen in 4&-s 

24. though they were Profeſſors of the Letter of «he Old Te- 
|  Rtament, as you are ofthe Letter of the New. ___ --—- 
| And Paul (aid; how'the Chief Prieſts and Elders could bear 
| - him witneſs how he perſecured the Churches, As 22. and 
in A#s 23, it may be {cenhow the high Prieſts and others were 

vehement ih accufing of him, and-in 4#s 25. the high Prieſts 

and chief of the Fews appeared againft Paul; and above forty 

Men had bound themſelves with:an'Oath, they would neither 

eat nor drink-till they had deſtroyed him, and this they told'to 
the chief Prieſts and the Elders, and faid unto them, Now there- 
fore ye (-to wit, the Chief Pricſts,and Elders, and:the-Council ) 
franifie to the Chief Captain, that he bring him forth-unto you to 
Morrow, ad though ye would know. ſomcrhing mere ptrfettly of 

Paul. Solſcc the Defign of the Fews and Chief Priefts there to 

kill-Pa#l, which God did-prtevent-; for he-had been inProfel- 

fion with them whileft he was a Perſecutor ; but now he was 
a Profefiar of Chriſt what a Madneſs was in then againſt Pax! 
as there was in him againſt others before his Converſion : And 

E 2 now 


Wo | 
y 


Lo 


ome 


. Io SS 

now {ee if you be not in theggme Spirit and Wa. of Madneſs, 
that are Profeſſors of Chriſt,” but without Poſſeiſon of him, and 

' like $«#l and the chicf Prieſts, and not-like converted Paul ; 
which of theſe Wayes are you in? does not your Fruits beſpeak 

you? meaſure your ſelves, and try by the Scripture, which 

you ay is your Rule , which Spirit you are guiced by, 

And in 1 Cor, 9. Why goeth a Warfare at his own Coft 
Who plantcth a Vineyard and eateth net of the Fruit thereof ? or 
' who feedeth a Flock, - and eateth not of the Milk thereof ? And, 

thou fhaltenot muzzle the Mouth of tht Ox that treadeth ont the 
Corr, &c, He that plongheth, ploughethin Hope, and he that 
threſhith in Hope ſhould be partak r of Lis Hope : If we have ſewn 
unto you ſpiritual things,is 1t a great thing, if we reap your carnal 
things, if others with you be Partakers of this Power, are not we 
rather ? Nevertheleſs, faith the Apoſtle; we have not ſed this. 
Power,but ſuffered «ll things that we might not hinder the Goſpel 
of Chrift. 
Gd, theſe are the Scriptures ye Prieſts bring for yourMain-, 
tenance; but come, mealure your ſelves; how can yeu ſow 
fpiritual things, as the Apoſtles did, who fay you have not the 
ſame ©p' it and Power they had, then can you reap their carnal 
things ; for the Apoſtle had the ſpiritual Flail to threſh out 
' God's Wheat out of the Chaff, the Corruptiens, the Bedy of 
Death, azd the Body of Sin, which you plead for Term of 
Life; and the'Apoftles had the Spirit to war the ſpiritual war, 
' but you that have not the ſame Spirit they had, you cannoe 
war the ſpiritual War ; and they had the Spirit of God to plant 
God's Vineyard, and you that have not the ſame Spirit they 
had, cannot, plant ſuch Vineyares, and therefore cannot eat the 
ſpiritual Fruit; and the Apoſtles with the Holy Ghoſt, which 
made themall Miniſters and Overſeers, with it did feed the 
Flock, and theſe might cat of ſhe Milk; and the Apoltles did 
tread outthe Corn out of the Chaff, that ke ſaid to ſome, they 
were elected before the World began, but you that deny the 
having the fame Spirit the Apoſtles had, you cannot tread out 
the Corn, and eat ofthe Milk of that Flock,” which the Holy 
Ghoft overſees ; and the Apoſtles had the heavenlyPlovgh ts 
turn 
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turrupthe fallow Ground, that-did not bear Fruit + unts God: 


' but though the Apoſtles chad this Heavenly Plovgh to plovgh 


withall, and Heavenly Flail to threſtt out the Wheat, yet he 
told the Church at Corinth, he Hadjnot uſed his Power a.. 
mongſt them, though he had been. there among? thema Year: 
and ſix Moneths., | | | 
And'now ye that ſay, ye have not the ſame Power and oy 
Ghoſt the Apoſtles had ; look what carnat Ploughs and Flails- 


and Yingyards and I locks ye have ; and do not you plough: 


larFESurrows vp2n the Righteous Backs, and your oun 
Ground lies fallow, full of Thiſtles and Briars, and ycpr Vire- 
yards waſte, and you run to other 'Vineyards, and have no 
Fruitin-your Vineyards, ner Milk in your Flocks, but what: 
you lug out by Laws; and mvſt not the Mouth of the Ox be 
muzzled that dothmot tread ont the Corn ? but the Apoſtle. 
would not uſe his Power ( who did tread; out the Corn ) a« 
mongſt them he had begotten and converted, but you will te 
your Power amongſt them ye have neither begotten, ner con- 
verted; yea,-and caſt into priſon, if they will not give you 
Maintenance, ſo, where'did ever the Apoſtles do fo ? *mem 
ſure your ſelves, and your Practice by the Scriptures which 
you ſay 1s your Rule ? | 

And further'the Apoſtle faith, thry that miniftred about the 
holy things, eat of the things of the Temple, and they which wait 
at the Altar are Partakirs of the Altar : So alſo hath the Lora 
ordained that they which preachthe Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſ» 
e/; mark, what was itthat the Lord ordained when he ſent 
forth his Diſciples, what 5s ſer befere you, that car ;, for the 
Workman is worthy of tis meat : and ſeely you have recerved, 
freely ezve, thisis Chriſt's firſt Ordtnation' to his Miniſters 
but the Apoſtle ſaith, 1 have uſed norie of theje things, neutbey 
write 1 theſe things as before. mentioned, that u ſhould be ſo dine 
unto we ;, for it is better for me to dye, then that any man ſhould 
make my rejoycins vain ; for thong» I preach the Gojpel, 1 have 
nothing torcjoyce of ;, for Neceſſity is laid upon me, ard Wo is un- 
62 me if ] preach not the Goſpel ;, for if I do us willingly, I have 4 
Reward, and that was not outward things, for he had gre 
cnet 


Them before z but if I doit againſt my Will, natwabſtending a 
Drj penſation is committed unto me, what iS my Remard then ? 
FciMly, that when I preach the Goſpeh, I makg theGoſpel of Chriſt 


free wahout Chargegthat 1 abuſe.not my Authority 4a the Goſpel. | 


And now conſider ye Prieſts in Chriſtendom, and meſure-yopr 
ſclves here with the Apoſtle; have you :nothirg for preaching 
the Goſpel, and yet Wo unto youy if you do not.preachthe 
.Golpcl ? And have you kept the Go'pel free withour.Charge? 

is this your Reward? and have not you abuſed the, Apthtority 

of the Goſpel ? let your Fruits ſpeak, whoſay the Scripture is 
your Rule for your Life and Doctrine, therefore try your Life 
and Doftrine by it, and fee if your Goſpel be free without 

Charge, as Paui's was; andif it had been ſo, then you had 
*nct ſpoiled Peoples Goods, and caft them into Priſen unt 
Death ; do nvt your Peeds teſtific otherwiſe ? ._ . | 

. And the Apoſtle ſaith, Though 1 am free from all mens. yet 
have ] made my ſelf Servant unto all. men, that I might win.the 
mere, See,” hedid not make himſclfa Maſter, buta Servant ; 
try your ſelves by this, and ;e whether this Scripture be your 

Rule or no, and whether you arc not judged by it, Chriſt and 
the Apoſtle? GR - 3 er 

And in 2 Cer, 9. w! ich 15 the: Scripture you. Prieſts:uſe to 
bring to prove your Maintenance by,where the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


Concerning miniſtring to the Saints, and where he thanks God - 
for his unſpeakable Gift, and this is nothing to ſerve for you * 


o prove your forced Maintenance by, and to force a Mainte- 
*nance from People by,; for the Apefitle ſayes,, £51 every nan 


. 


4 perſwaded in bis deart, ſolet himgive not gradgugly, but of | 


a chearful Heart, for God laveth a chearful Giver , 10: here the 
"Church was left to their Freedom. but you dare neither truſt 
God nor the Churck for your Bellics ; but try your ſelves and 

your PraCtice by this Scripture, _. | 
And againin Phzl, 4. you bring this,where the Apgſlle ſaith, 
When 1 was in Thcfſalonica, yeſcns.once and 4q4iner my Ne- 
ceffity, not that 1 defored « Gift, but Idefired. the Fruit, which 
av4y farther abonnd to your. Account , new I bave,receiued alyand 
have plenty; 1 was even filled after that Thad received of ——_ 
| Itus 
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ditu'$ thet which camefrom you» an Odour that ſmeBeth ſweet,a * 
Sac: ifice acceptable and pleaſant to God, and my God ſhall fulfil 
all yo N:ce:fſuties through bis Riches and Gl.ry in Feſwa: 
Chrift. © ; | 
Now mecafure your ſelves by this Scripture, ye Priefts of 
Chriſtendom, and lee if ye be equal with the Apoſtle, who did 
not defirea Gift ; for this is nothing for your Purpoſe to force - 
a Maintenance from People by ; he defired only the Fruits cf: 
his Vineyard which he had planted; which was as a ſweet ſmel. 
ling Sacrifce te God ; for he learn'd to befull and'to be hun-- 
ory, and tobe abaſed, and to abound; and. alſo to want, he- 
bad learn'd this Leffonof Chriſt, which ye have not yet learn'd 
at'your Schools, and you are never like to learn it of Chriſt, 
if ye ſay. there.is no hearing of his Voice now adayes. ' 
And.in+-1 Thef; 4. the Apoſtle writes,. and ſaith, That ye- 
Randy tobe quict, andto meaddle with: your own Buſineſs, and to. 
work:with your own Hands, as we command yon, , and that you. 
behave your felves honeſty towards them that be withouty and that- 
ne-Thing be lacking ameng you: And in 2 Theſe 3, We are 
p-rſwaded of you through the Lord,. that ye both a and will do the + 
Things which we command: you, for ye your ſelves know how that 
ye onght ro fellow[ns;; for we behaved not our ſelves tnordinately 
amongſt you" (mark) neither, did: we*eat any man's. Bread for- 
nought; but we wrapght with our Hands, and travailed Niche 
and Day, becauſe we'whld not be chargeable ro any of you, not. 
. but that we had Authority, but that we might make our ſclues an 
Example fer-you to follow us; for even when we were with you this. 
we warned'you of, that if there were any that would not work, he- 
ſrroutd not eat ;" for we heard that there are ſome that walk among 
you trordinately, and work not at all, but are buſic bodies ; therc* 
fore they tha: are ſuch we command (mark) and exhort by our 
Lord Feſus cif that they work with Quictneſs, and cat their- 
own Bread. . . 
Comeall ye Pricfts and Teachers in Chriſtendom, mea ure 
your felves h:re, and try your ſelves whether ye! ebferve the 
Apoſtle's Command here, and have him for your Example;aad': 
whether ye be the Succeflors of him in his Example ; TT 
| | ite 
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"ite Gighthiuſe to work Day and Night,* rather therthe would be 
chargeable to the Chvrch , brtare a6t you chargeable, that 
- thrown Priſon and {ſpoil Peoples Goods that ye do n&tpreachk 


. . - to? howdare you ſay the Scripture is your Rule,and that you 


| are Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, when, your Lives 'and PraQtiee 
| ſpeak quite contrary ?and youare to ſtudy to be: quiet, and 
| with Quiectneſs to eat your own Bread, and not another Mans, 
ard eſpecially them'that ye do ne "Work for; for you would 
.*think it an unreafonable Thing for a Tradeſ-man to come unto 
\*you for'Money for his Ware, from whom you hatl no Work, 
\ and'force you to give him Money for it, orto throw you inte 

\ Priſon? and then is itnot as ſtrange for you to ask Peoplefor 

| Money, 'that have had none of your Ware, and if they will 
rot give it you#throw them into Priſon ? is this your ſtudying 
' tobe quigt, and laboring with your own Hands, and eating 
your own Bread with Quietneſs?” think not; and doth not 
_ the Apoſtle ſay, If any man obey not our Sayings or Command, 
 - rark_ (or note) him, and have no' Company with- him, that he 

; maybe aſhamed; mark this all yethat diſobey Chriſt's and the 
 Apoftle's Command alſo. = «ao 
'In r Tsm, 3.1. This is a true Saying, If a man deſire the Of- 
 fice of 4 Biſhop, he d:fires a good Work: So now ye Biſhops 
-and Elders, which ſay theScripture. is your Rule ; cont und 
©betryed by this Scripture, you that d re! this Office,this good 
Work. _” | | 


Firft, A'Biſhop muft be unreprovable and blameleſs ;' are you 
| ſo? | . s | 


Secondly, He muſp be the Hutband of one Wife, wa'ching fo- 
berly, modeftly, given to Hoſpitality, apt $0 teach: Now mark, 
are ye found in theſe PraQices ? let your Fruits andthe Conſci- 
ences of People ſpeak. . SEM, : % ola 

Thirdly, Not given to Wine, no Striker (mark; 'no Striker 
Ror Perſecutor) not geven ro filrby Lacre, but gentle , no Flat-* 
terers,” not coverara; ſo conlider ye Biſhops in Chriftendom ; 
are ye no *trikers, not given to' Wine nor filthy Lucre?' are 
you gentle, and-not covetousnor Fighters? let the Lo” > 


* 
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' leſt he be puſft up; he muſt alſo be well reported oft 
| are without, left he fall into Rebuke and Snarc of the De- 


(47k - | 
and your Conſciences, and your Fruits ſpeak,and God and the 


\ Further, A Biſhop muft be one that can rule his own Houſe 
koneftly, having Childreg under Obedience with all Hone- 
ſy; forif he cannot rule his own Houſe, how ſhall he take 
Care for the Church of God? he muſt got be a young Schollar, 

em which 


Scripture judge. 


vil. | | | 
And now come try your ſelves ye Biſhops by theſe Scrip- 


- tures > do yourule your own Houle well? are your Children 


under Obedience with all Honefty ? look into your Farilies ; 
are you no Fighters nor Strikers? are you not cavetous,' and 
given to filthy Lucre? and if ye cannot rule yort own Houſe 
well, how can.ye rule the Church of God ? and let the Priſons 


. teſtifie if ye Prieſts and Minifters be not covetobhss ; and are you 
. and they of a good Report without ? how can that be, when 
_. you take Peoples Goods from them, and caft them into Priſon, 


that do not hear you? and doth not this bring a - Report rÞ + 
on You. | . 

Andd th it not ſhew that you arc p I: up, and that you are 
fallen under Rebuke and the Snare of the Devil; letyour Cen- 
ſciences, and your Fruits, and the Priſons, and them that are 
without, and the Scripture ſpeak, which you call your Rule ts 
be tryed by, and God and Chriſt judge. 

Likewiſe Deacons mult be grave and honeft, come let- the 
Deacons be tryed by Scripture allo } not double-Tongues (they 
muſt not be double-tcngued, take Notice) not givento Wine 
nor filthy Lucre (mark the Deacons) having the Myſtery of 
Faith ina pure Conſcience ; likewiſe their Wives muſt. be ho. 

neſt, not Evieſpeakers, but ſober and faithful jn all Things ; 
come try your Wives here y-.Biſhop: & Deacons. \ nFlikewiſe 

ye Deacons are to Le Husband of one Wile, as the Bifhops are 

to be the Husband of one Wife, and fuich as can ruſe their 

Children well, and thcir own Houſhold;z ſo mark and look 
into your Hor fhulds, and among your Children, and ſee how 
they are ruled : \But you A Ik whether Papiſts or _ 
: : Fw 


—_— 
ES 


who not only tye your ſelves from Marriage, but alſo torbic it 


to Prieſts & Biſhops, how do you ſecceed the Apoitles or thoſe 
primitive Biſhops-thereia ? do not you de wotſe? and is not 


that contrary to the Apoſtle's DoArine, who calls it the Do. 
arine of DEVILS to forbid Mwriage, the 1ſt of Timo 
thy 4. 1,2, 3. and doth not the Apoſtle tel! you, you muſt 


hold the My ſtery of Faith in a pure Conience; and is it not . 


your Principle, that People mnft carry about them the Body of: 
Death and Sin to the Grave ? then you cannot hold the My. 
ſtery of Faith ina p re Conſcience, which is the Gift of God, 


that purifies the Heart, inplcaJing for that which doth defile it; 


Term of Life, + —- | EE. 
And thc Apoftle faith,” Ler ther firſt be proved (t1 wit, Biſh. 
ops and Deacons) then let them minijter if they be found blame- 
lefs. 6 | 
Now ye Biſhops and Deacons, are you blamelels from fi'thy 


Lucre and from Covetouſneſs,and no F ighters nor Perſecutors? 


are you blamcleſs concerning your Children, Wives and Fa. 
milies ?-arc you blameleſs to them thatare without ? are you 
blameleſs conggraing your Tengues ? arc you blameleſs in be. 
"Ing apt to teach, and in-Watching, and Svbriety, and: Hoſpi- 
tality, and blameteſs in Evz] Tpeaking. and not given to mich 
Wine - and unreprovable in theſe things? for the Apoſtle 
faith, firft you muſt be proved concerning theſe things, and 
then to be approved if you.arc found blameleſs 5f theſe Things, 


elſe by the Apoſtle's Dofrine you arc not to miniſter, and 


ye thatare found in theleThings cannot be the Succeſſors tothe 
Apoſtles. 3 hn 

_ $o let your Houſes, your Families, your-Lives, your Fruits, 
and the Goals and the Scriptures ſpeak, and the People that 


are without, and God and Chriſt judge, whethexyou are clear, 


fromthe Things which the Apoſtle reproves. 


And the Apoſtle who defired others to follow him, as he fol-: 
lowed Chrift, and mark them for their Examples, who.covet- 
ed no Mans Silver, Gold nor Apparel, and cat no Man's Bread- 


for nonght; but can you Prieſts ſay ſo, that have taken Goods 
from People, and caftthemin Priſon, and have done no am 


—_ 
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for then, 'and they had nothing from you; is Hot this eating 
others Bread for nought ? but the Apoſtle bids Timorhy be an 
Example unto them that believed that is,totheChurchYhe was 
to be an Example in-Word & in Converſation, & at Example 
in Love, andan Exampee in Spirit, and an Example in Pvre- 


neſs, for in ſo donig he both faved himielf and rhemthat heard 


him, 1 Tm. 4. Sotry your ſclves here by the Apoſtle's Com- 
mand, and ſec what Example you give. ' © - 

And in 1'T:#m. 6.the Apoſtle faith to Tiriethy of ſuch that 
think Gain is Godlineſs,from ſuch ſeparate thy ſelf; what think 
ye of this ye Prielts ? if ye had not Gain, ſhould People have 
any of your preaching ? and then is not your Gain your Ged- 
lineſs, and frgm ſvch the Man of God muſt be ſeparated ; and 


35 not this to meaſure Religion by Riches? try your lelves by 


this Sctipture. | 

But the Apoſtle faith, Goalineſs i great Gain,. if a Man be 
content with what he hath, for nothing wE brought into the 
World, andit's certain we (hall carry zothing out, and there- 
fore having Food and Raimentlet us therewith be content ; fot 
theythat will be rich in this World fa!l into Termptation and 


* Snares, and many fooliſh and noiſome Lufts, which drown 
| Men in Perdition and DeftruCtion _ . | 2 


"I 

And now meaſure your ſelves ye Bithops, and .Prieſts, and 
Profefſ>rs, and ſee if you be not fallen into theſe Temptations 
and-Snar :s, Jnd nany noiſome Lnfts, and drowned in Perditi- 
en 'an1 Deſtruction, who have diſobeyed the-Commaand of 
Chriſt, wiich is. Freely ye have recesv. d, freely 219e $ fo there 
is not to be a looking after Gain then, which the Man of Ged 
is to ſeparate himielf from them that do 5 For the Drſire of 
Aoncy 15 the Root rf all Evil, which whileſt ſome lufted after,they 
erred frem the Faith, and purcea themſelves through with many 
Sorrows; "but thou man of Ged fl e theſe Thi:gs, and fellow 
after Righteouſneſs, Faith, Love, Patience and Aeck- 
neſs, ec, 

Pet you may {ce what the Man of God muſt flee from 
and what he miſt follow after; but come meaſure your ſelves 


| you that teach for Money;and are Lovers of Money:and others, 


F 2 have 


W 
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bave you not gat the Root of all Evil, that luſt afterit in your - 
Heatts ? and are not you pierced through with many Sorrews? 


and are rot you erred from.the Faith that gives Victory ?: and 
fay, there is no ViRory from the Body of vin and Imperfection 
on this fide the Grave :. and are not you erred from the Com - 
mand of Chriſt, which ſaigh, Freely you have received, freely 


up Come .try your ſelves by. the Scripfure,. which you 


ay is the Rule, whether your Actions be got found ſhort of 
Chriſt's Command, and the Apoſt'e's Doctrine and Charge to 
Timotby, the Man of God. | , THY 
Andin 2 Tim. 3. the Apotle tells. T imothy, That in the laſt 
Tupes peril us Dayes ſhould come, that Meu ſhoula-be Livergaf 
their onn: ſelves, Covetons, Proud, Boaſters, Curſed Speaker 


| Difobedumt o Parents, Unthantkful, Unboly, Firhowt Natural 
HdffiBlion, Truce breakers, Falſe Accnſers, Imtemperate, Fierce 
Deſpiſers of them which aye good, (mart, Fietce Deſpifers of 


them which are good) Traytors, Heady, Hifb-minded, Lo. 
wars of Pleaſures mee then Lovers of God (mark) having a 
Form of GedlneJs, bu: have den. yed the Power thereef,, therefore 
from ſuch turn away (mark) for of this Sort are they which 


srezp into Honſes, lcadirg filly Women \ Captyue, laden wih- 


Sins, and led away ni. h aruers Lufts,* ever learning, but never: 
able to Fre tothe K xewledge of the Truth ;,, and as -Jannes and 
Jambres withſtood Moſes, ſo do theſe reſiſt the Trath, Men of 


_ , Corrups. Afinds, al fare concerning the Fguth , but they ſhall 


- groceed no further, for their Madneſs ſhall be manifiſt to all, as 
theirs was. * _ Y | 

Now come ye Priefts and Profcflsrs, and all others called. 
Chriſtsin;, meaſure your ſelves and try your ſelves by theſe 

Scriptures ;, are not you Lovers of your ſelves, and covetous, 
and proud Boaſters; 8 are not the curſed Speakers and Diſobe- 
dience to Parents found among you? And are not yo1 .unthank- 
ful and unholy, and do not you plead for Unholineſs as long as 
”y live, and ſay there is no overcoming the Body of Sinkere? 
ae hath not your .Covetouſneſs appeared in ſpoyling Peoples 
Gooos / Andare not you to be turned away on according 
tothe Apoſtles DoQrine ?* And have not you becnfalle Ac- 
| TR Rn, | cuſers 
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cuters, andIntemperate and Fierce, Deſfpiſcrs of them whic" 
are Good ? And without Natural Aﬀe&ion, when you impri- 
ſon fo many for your B-llics, and makevo many Fatherleſs and 
Widews, ſuch as you did no Work for ? Is not this without 
Natural Aﬀections, and have not you a ſhew of Godlineſs, and 
a Profefſionot Chriſt and the Prophets, and Apoſtles W erds ? 
And have not you, and do rot you deny the Power and Spirit 
of the Holy Ghoſt, that the Prophets and Apoſtles were in ? 
and do not-you keep People alwayes Learning, and leading 

ef them that they may'be alwayes paying of you, yet they a re 
never able to come to the Knowledge of the, Truth? and is 
not this a ſad:Learning, -and a (ad Leading? And are not you: 


- andyour People loaden with S'ns and divers Lufts? For do 


not you tel} the People, that both you and them muſt carry 
the Body of Sin, and D&th and Imperfe&ions to the C rave ? 
And are not,you and your Peoptc laden with your Body of Sin? 
and is not this a great Load to carry all their Life long to the 
Grave, and there t» be buried all together with #, where there 
is no Repentance ? and do not you keep your peoffle alwayes- 
Jearning,1lways under yourTeaching,that they may be alway s-. 
Paying,andrehiſt the Truth like F«rnes & Fambreszthat reſiſted 
Heſes, and are Reprobates concerning that Faith that ſhovld 
give Victory over that Load of Sin? and hathnot, andis not 
your Madneſs here ſcen, as Fannes and [imbres was? and is + 
not the-Apoſtle's Dofrine to be obeyed now, as then, who 
bid rurn awayfrom all ſuch, though you may. have- a Form of 
Godlineſs, yet deny the Power thereof; as they did inthe A- * 
poſtle's time ; for hath not the high mindedneſs appeared, and 


your lovingPleafures-been manifeſt to them that be in thdePow- 


crof God; and rurn away from you? Try youg elves by the 
Scripture, and let Ged and Chriſt judge. - 
And the Apoſtle faith, 2 Fax. 4, He chargethTimoby to 
preach the Werd in Seaſor, . and out of Seaſon, Come- Profel- 
ſors, and Prieſts meafure your ſelves by this ;- in Seaſon, may 
be you will ſay is-when the Sun ſhines, and out-of Seaſon, 15 
when thege is a Storm ;, but there is more necd to look after 
the Sheep when wc Storm is, thea when the ET , 
| | or. 
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t for when there is a Storm, is there then not moſt” need? Sg 
try your Practice by the Scripture, but: then Demas will for - 
ſake Pal, and embggſee the World-; and have not many done 

like Demas herein ? Tet that ef God in your Conſciences ſpeak 
and God-and Chrift 5:dge. | 
And the Apoſtle bids. 7 :mothy fly from all Youthful Luſts,and 
Jollow after Righteouſnefs, Fauk, Love, Peace with all thtm 
that call on the Maine of the Lord with a pure Heart, Come+try 
your ſelves by this Scripture, and if you were found according 

to Paul's Exhortationit would be well; but do.ye. own fugh 
People ascall yp5n.the Lord with apure Heart? do you be- 

lieve there is any ſfich people now, that call upon thg Lord 
-with a pure Heert? that is contrary to your principle. and be. 
lief, who ſay people muſt carry a Body of Sin and Death to 
theGrave: Weneverread inthe Triptures, that ever Chriſt 
or his Apoſtles preached up ſuch a Doctrine, that people muſt 
carty a Budy of Sin and Death, and Imperfe&tion to the Grave; 
but they preached up Holineſs, ' pureneſs, and perfeRion; and 
bid themgge peffeRt, and to folow the Apoſtles, and to walk 

as.Chrift walked. | | 4 | | 
And Panl writes to Titz of the Qualifications of Biſhops 
and Elders, how that they muſt be arv:proveable, the Hmuband 
of one Wife, having faithful Children, which are not ſlandercd 
of Riot ; mark, ntither are diſobedient ;, for a Biſhop muſt be 
wrreproveable as God's Steward, not froward (mark) not angry; 
try your ſelves; not given to Wine; prove your ſelves; no 
* Stricker, nor Perſccutor; examine your ſelves, ner given ts 
Filthy Lucre ;, meaſure your ſelves with your Rule the *crip- 
ture, and ſee whether you are not given to filthy Lucrez for 
faid the Apoſtle, There are many diſobedient and vain Talkers, 


chiefly they of the Cireumcifion, Now this Cireumcifion was.a 


| God; this outyard Circumciſion they (cty up, 
and leave the Circumciſion ofthe Heart ; but the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Whoſe Adonthes muſt be flopt, who ſubvert whole Flonſes, teach- 
eng things which they ought not, for filtby Lucre Saks; One of 
themſclucs, even one.of their own Prophets ſaid, the Cretians 


are alwayei Liars, Evil Beaſts, 'Slew-beffier this witneſs is 


$7146 
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true; wherefore reprove them! ſhayplyy that they may be ſound in” 


the Faith, . 


So ye ſee here, what and who muſt be reproved, and how- 


thefe Lucre Prophets can ſpeak one againſt another, and call! 
them Liars, Evil Beaſts, and Slow bellies; and is it not the 


Pratice of ſach now, that are found in theſe Steps, and ſuch* | 


now as teach for filthy Lucre, ds can cry up outward. Com- 


 mands-and*the Letter, and-make a Meck of the Spi:it's Mo-- 


ving and Leadings :. So ſec theſe could ery up Circumciſion,, 


an outward'Command, for filthy Lucre Sake, as many do now _ 
talk of the Letter 3 but cannot endure to talk of the Light,and: 


Chriſt being manifeſted within, and will not come to that-leſt 


it ſhould reprove them.z but it is their Condemnatien,;. for: 
they profeſs they know God, but by Works they deny him, 


and are abominable, and tg every good Work reprobite, ſee 


Te. 1.” andexamine your ſelves by xt. And Pax! bids tim, 


Abeve alt thingf, ſhew thy ſelf an Example in Good Works, with 


uncorrupt Dofttrine, with Gravity and Integrity, So now, do. 
you prove yours, and ſee whether you are foun1 ſuch Exam. ' 
ples in ſuch Works and uncorrupt Doctrine; for as Famecs ſaith, 


Chap. 2. As the Body without the Spirit is dead, even fo Fauh 
without Works:is drad, Now this Fatth-purifies the: Heart, and 


gives Victory ; and without ic People cannot. pleaſe $5od ; ad. 


this Faith works by Love. 


So you'that deny overcoming Sin and Evil, and' the Body.”- 
of Sin and Death on this ' Side the Grave, have nct. this true: 
Faith which gives Victory, and in 1. P-7.. 5. He writes to the © 
Elders who was alſo an Elder, that they ſhould feed the Fl:ickof® 


God, not by Conſtraint, but willingly ;, not for filthy Luere, but 


of a ready Mind, not as thaagh ye were Lords over God's Heri-' 


tage, but that ye be Examples to the Fleck, Now mark, and: 


come and try your” ſelves ye- Priefts and” Teachers 'of 


Chriftendom, and Elders: Do not ye feed your Flocks for: 
filthy Lucre Sake ? 'Where is there any amongſt you, . but they. 
are as Lords and Maſters over God's Heritage z. yea, and: 
have'the Title of Lords and Maſters, though it be contrary to- 


Chriſt's Colnmand; as'in Afar. 23, & Luke 22,25, So look: 


RS... 
Taal your Biſhopricks, Popedoms and other -Juriſdiftions, 
und {ee if you do not feed your Flocks for filthy Lucre Sake,and 

' not willingly and frecly,. as Chriſt commands ; and ſce if you 
have not loft the Example of the Minifters and the Elders, 
whom the Holy Ghoſt made Overſeers ; and is nor the Suc- 
cefſion of all Chriſts Miniſters to be in the Holy Ghoft, as the 
Apoſtles were in,and try your ſelves by the Scripture, as you 
ſce in-1 Pet. 2.3. R ET ; R 

And 2 Pet. 2. there you may fee haw Peter deſcribes the 
falſe Teichers and falle Prophets, andhow many ſhell follow 
their demnable Wayes, by whom the Way of Truth jhall be ewil 
ſpoken of, and through Coveronſneſsfhall they with feigned words 
make Merchandiſe of yeu,whoſe Fudz ment lingrtth not,and their 
Damnation ſlumbreth not, he-comparceththem to the fallen An- 

| gels, whom God ſpared not, that _— but caſt them unts 
. Hil, and under the Chains of Darkneſs to be kept unto Damna- 
tion 3 and compares them to Seder, and the old, World that 
was deſtroyed, who walk, after the Fleſh, and the Lufts of Un- 
Cleanneſs, and. as Natnral brute Beaftr, ec. having Eyes full 

' of Adultery, that cannot ceaſe from Sing b:g uiling unſtable Souls, 
they have Hearts exerciſcd with Coverouſneſs, &c. which for- 
ſaking the Right Way, heve gone aftray, jollowitg the Way of 
| Balgarn, whioh loved the Wages of Unrighteonſneſs,, mark, and 
try your ſelves by this Scripture. They are Welts without Water 
aud Clouds that are carried away with the Tempeſt up and down, 
ro whom is reſerved the' Blakneft and Darkreſs forever ; for in 
ſpeaking the high ſwveRing Words of Vanity ' they beguile with 

Wantonneſs throngb the Lufts of the Fleſh, them that were clean 

efcaped from them, which are wrapt in Error ; mark, in Er- 

ror; a fad wrapping, promifing themſelves Liberty, and are the 

Servants of Corruptions; for S/ whom ſoever 4 24an if evircome, 
even to tbe ſameds be in Bondage, but 3t bad been better for them 
never to known the Way of Righteonſneſs ;, butthe Proverb 
is come uſſpn ſuch, The Dog 5s turned ts his Vomit, and the 

Sy that was waſhed, tothe wallowing in the Mire aoxin, © 

' Socametry your ſelves ye Teachers by this Chapter, who 
FOOL have not the fame Power and Spirit the Apoſtles had, ſee 
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(4) | | 
if ye be not found in theſe Praftices, who ſhall receive the Wa- 


ves of Unrighteeuſncſs, as they who counp it Pleaſure to live 


deliciouſly for « Scaſon : Spots they are, and Blots, delight- 
ing themſelves in their Deceivings, in feaſting with you : So 
ye may ſee theſe conld creep amongſt the Church, and ſuch in 
their very Works deny the Lord that bought them ; as now 
many willſay,that Chrift did not dye for all men,& what is this, 
but,to deny the Lord that hath bought all men? though all men 
-do not live to him that believe it, yet he rafted Death for every 
74n; and ye may ſee thoſe falſe Teachers and Prophets, they 
had high ſwelling words, and a Profeſſion, but their Life was 
quite contrary to Chrift and the Apoſttes : So all you that pre= 


feſs the Scripture to be your Rule, come try your ſelves by it 


and (ce whether ye be found in the Life and Prattice of the A- 
poſtles, or theſe falſe Prophets, which they declared againft ; 
for the good Words ye may get, and the Sheeps Clothingy 
but out of the Sheeps Nature and Life, but try your ſelves by 
2 Pet, 2, throughout whether you walk in the Apoſtles Steps 
and Doftrine, or in the Wayecs of ſuch as they teſtified againſt, 
And in 1 Fo/r 2. there you may fee how he deſcribes the falſe 
Prophets and Antichriſts, who ſaid then, They were come alrea- 
ay,and therefore exhorted the Saints to keep to the Anointing 
within them, which they had received from God, and they 
ngeded not that any man ſhould teach them, but as the ſame 
Anointing doth teach them, and as it did- teach them, they 
ſhould continue in the Father and the $on, and tkelſe things 
have written, concerning them that ſeduce you: So Sedy« 
cers, Deceivers, falſe Prophets 'and Antichriſts drew People 
ſrom this Anointing-within, being gone out from it thems 
ſelves, though they might keep the Sheeps Clothing, and 
OutſiJe-Prefeſſion, and the Prophets, Chriſt's and the Apo- 
ſtles Words, but reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, like the Phariſces 
and Chief Prieſts ; and then they might ſay, as you do now, 
that they had not the ſame Holy Ghoſt as the Prophets and A» 
poſtles had, And Fohn ſaith, Whoſoever abideth in Chriſt ſins 
\ neth nor, neither can he, becaxſe the Seed of God remains in him 
' but do noteyou ſay, they mult fin while they live wpon the 
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Earth, and carry the Body of Sin and Death to the Grave; and 
is not this 'contravy to John's Deftrine z .but Fob: faith, Ze 
thats bath this Hope, purifies himſelf. as he is pxre, but do not 
you ſay,you cannot be pure on this ſide the Grave,8 there iz no 
overcoming of Sin on thts {ide the Grave, & is not this oppoſite 
to Fohn's Doarine againz ſo what is; your Profeſſion of the - 
Scripture worth in that Hope which.doth not purifie,- which ig 
the Hope that will periſh? Ani obs faith, Little Children, - 
ter ro man deceive you, be that dath Righteonſnefs vs Righteom, 
even as be u Righteow, mark, ti Roghrteous;, this was the pre- 
ſent time, before they go to the Grave : And do not you de- 
ceive People that . ſay, they cannot be Righteous, but muſt 
-have and carry that Unrighteous Body of Death and fin to the 

Grave. 
And Fohn faith, Wboſoever hates: bis Brother is 4 Fan ſlayer, 
ef11d no man - ſlayer hath Eternal Life abidzng int him, and be that 
bates his Brotker is in Darkneſs, end walks in Darkxeſs, and 
. knows rot whither he goes, b: cauſe that — hath blind: d his 
Eyes, And do not you hate your Brethren for whom Chriſt 
died, when you perſecute and caſt them in Priſon to Death, 
--and ſpoil their Goods ; come try your ſelves by the Scriptures 
and by 2 Fehr 3. for Chrift that taſted Death-for all men, he 
gives a Command to love one another, and to love Enemies ; 
: to lovethem which love one again. this was the Phariſees 
. Love,.which they had in their outward Profeſſion without Life; 
' - but comeand try your ſelves, ye Teachers and Profeſſors in 
. Chriftendam, by that which: you ſay is the Rule, and ſeceif the 
. Scriptures will net find you to be men-ſlayers, and that you 
- have not Eternal Life abiding in you, as the Saints had, that 
loved God, Chriſt and one another, and Enemies, Andin the 
. third Epiſtle of Foby he faith, Becauſe that for his Name Sake, 
to wit, Chriſt's, they went forth and took nothing of the Gen- 
tiles ; and now mark, do not you take of others which arc 
net of your Church;and theApoſtles that went forth for Chriſt's 
namefake,took nothing when hey t forth among the Ger- 
z:les of the Gentiles, but do riot youtake of them, which you call 
Hereticks, and Deceivers, and deluded Ones, ,which may be 
= | _ | walk 
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watk:more in the Life of Chrift then your ſclves.? do you not 
force them, or ſue them that do ndt give you a Maintenance ? 
The Apoſtle faith, they were zort roear with ſuch as walker diſ- 
orderly; where did ever the Prophets or Apoſtles take Main- 
tenance, or force them to give them a Maintenance, as they 

called Antichriſts, aud:Deceivers, and Hereticks, or deluded 

Ones? Let: us ſee where the Scripture gives you a Rule for 

this: And where did ever the Fews take Tythe Pigs? were 
not Swine unclean by the Law ? or Tythe Geeſe, or Tythe- 

Foals? and though the Law gave Tythes to the Priefts, yet 

the Goſpel ſaith, Freely you have recesved, Freely give : And if. 
you Prieſts do ſay, you are of the Tribe of Zevi, and if you 

are ofthe Tribe of Levi, how is it that you take of ſo many 

Sorts of People to make Prieſts of, for the Lewitical Prieſts 

were all of one Tribe, but yours of many; but Chriſt who 

came of the Tribe of F#dah hath ended that Prieſth« 01 that 

came of Levi's Tribe, and the Law by which they were made, 

and the Commandment that firſt gave them Tythes, 

And the Apoſtle ſaith, Look ro your ſelves that ye loſe not the 
things which we have done, but that we may recevve a full Res 
ward; whoſoever wanſerefſeth, 1d abidcth not in the Doftrine 
ef Chriſt, hath not God; he-that gontinueth inthe Detrine of 
Chriſt, be hath-both the Father and the Sonymark;, hath'them ; 
. If there come ny avg your, ard bringeth net this Deftrine, 

receive him not mRro your Hoſes, neither bid him God ſpeed ; 
fer he that biddeth him-Ged fpecd,ts a Partaker of his Evil Deeds; 
for how can he bid him God ſpeed, that is without the Fathee 
and the Son, and tranſgreſfſeth, and doth not abide in his Do- 
Qrine, though he may have a great Frofeſhon of *Chriſt and the 
Apoſtles Words, and yet hath-not ſeea Son nor Father, which 
is the Subſtance of all. | 

Thorcfore come ye Pricits ani Profeſſors, try yourſelves; 
hav- ye the Father and the Son ? do you abile in the Dotrine 
of Chriſt, . Freely ye have recerved, freely give ? try your ſelves 
by the Scriptures and the 2d Epiſtle of Fohn, aud let God,and 
Chriſt, and the Scriptures judge. | 
And the Apoſtle Perer ſaith, I Coveronſngs ſhalt they 
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with fezgned Words maks Merchandize of you,” to wity the Peo- 
ple. ' Now conſider how pany Sorts of Religions there are, 
andthe Prieſts and Teachers thereof, that have made Merchan« 
dize of the People, hath there been in Chriſtendom lince the A- 
poſtles Dayes, 2 Per. 2.3. * ; 
But the Marchants of the Earth ſhall weep and wail over her, 
(to wit, Babylon) for no man ſhall buy her Ware any more, 
| Rev. 18. 21, | 
And Peter faith in 2 Pet, 3.3. Firſt under ſtanding that there 
ſhall come in the laſt Dayes Meckers, which ſhall walkafter their. 
uigedly Lufts :: And have not we ſi fhctently experienced this, 
both from the Leaders and Hearers, who have mocked at the 
Spirit of God, which ſhould mortifie their Luſts, and at the 
Movings of the _ of God, and yet make a Profeſſion of 
the Scriptures, which no Prophecy of it came inthe old Time 
by the Will of Man ; b-t holy Men of God ſpake as they were 
moved by the holy Ghoſt ; and you not being in the ſame mo- 
ving of the ſame Holy Ghoſt, profeſling the Words that were 
given forth by it, and mock at it, where it is manifeſted in Life 
and Power, and ſay, there is no having the ſame holy Ghoſt 
now adayes, as they had, which holy Gholt leads into all Truth 
now, as it did in the Apoſtles Dayes, where it is received and 
not reſiſted, like bur Fore-fathers, and none come into all 
Truth but by it, thougtthey tnay have all the Scriptures given: 
forth from it, from Geneſis to the Revelations, | 
And Fade in his general Epiſtle warns the Church of Decei-_ 
vers,and bids the Saints earneſtly to contend for the Faith which-, 
was once.delivered ts the Saints ;. for there were certain men crept 
in, which were before of old ordained to this Condemnation, un- 
godly men they are, which turn the Grace of our God into Wan- 
 Fonneſs, denying Ged the only Lord, and our. Lord feſus Chriſt, 
whichare compared te the Ange/s that kept not their firſt Stare, 
but left their own Rlabitation, whom he hath reſerved in everla. 
fting Darkzeſs, under Chains, wnto the great Day; and they 
arc compared unto Sodom and Gomorrah, that followed ftrane 
Fleſh, that were ſet forth for an Example, and to ſuffer the Ye 
geance of Eternal Fine, and are. compared to ſuch as God _ 
; We | - UC, 
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| - E893 | 
delivered out of Egypt, whom WT; deſtroyed, that believed not, © 
which are called fi/tby Dreamers, that defile the Flrfh, and de- 
ſpiſe Government, and ſpeak Evil of Digntties, and” ſpeak evil 
of theſe Things. which they know not whatſoever Things they 
kyow, they know naturally as bruzt Beaſts, withent Reaſon, in 
thoſe Things they corrupt themſelves, 

Now conſider ye Elders, and Teachers, and Profeflors, you 
that ſay, that neither your ſelves nor others have the ſame Spi- 
rit, and Holy Ghoſt, and Power that the Apoſtles had now in - 
your Dayes;. then is not what ye know, ye know natu- 
rally? and do net-you in thoſe Things corrupt your ſelves, 
who.plead for the Body of Sin and Death to the Grave? do 
not-you plead in this for that which defiles your Fleſh, and' 
ſpeak Evil of that Dignity which fhould work: it down? and 
have you not made a Mock of the Grace of God, which brings 
- Salvation, which teacheth the Saints, and hath appeared unto 
all Men for Faith and Grace isnot natural (which Chriſt is 
the Author of) but is the Gift of God; and was it not, and is 
it not well for the Saints te contend for the Faith which Chriſt 
is the Author and Finiſher of in them, which is God's Gift, and - 
purifies their. Hearts ,which brings them to babe Acceſs to God? 
is it not good tocontend for this Faith, the Work of Chriſt in 
their Hearts,ſfeeing ſuch that turn the Grace 6f God into Wan- 
tonneſs, andin their Works deny the only Lord and our Lord 

eſus Chriſt, tkough in Words they may profeſs him, » whoſe 
ayes are like Soderr, and the Angels that left their firſt Ha- 
- bitation, and to the Children of 7ſael, that after God had 
delivercd them out of Zgypr, believed not, whom God de- 
ſtroyed; therefore it is good for the Saints to contend for the . 
Paith-and Grace of God, that comes by' Jeſus, which faves 
themzand brings their Salvarion,feeing there's ſo many that turn 
the Grace of Ged into Wantonreſs, and contend for their : 
Body of Sin, and Death, and ImperfeQtion to the Grave, ahd . 
walk deſpightfully 2gainſt the Spirit of Grace, and ſecing ſo. 
many ſpeak Evil of thoſe things they do not know, and ceny 
the Power and Spirit the Apoſtles had, which would give them, 
Knowledge, for what they*know they krow naturally as _ | 
Bcalts 
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'Dexſts; the work Sort of Creatures; now are not all your 
Tongues natural, and Learning natural ? did not they begin at 
Babel ?-and did not Pilate and the'Feaps ſet them a top of Chriſt 
when they crucified him?and hath not the Beaſt-and the Whore 
(mentioned in the Revelations) Power over the Tongues, that 
fits upon the Waters? and are not the Tongues called Waters? 


' but Chriſt-is riſenabove-them, and all Natural Things; aud 


may hot a Parrot be taught to ſpeak any Language ? and is not 
all what ye know, ye know naturally, that fay, you have not 
:the ſame Power and Spirit of God, and Holy Ghoſt as the A- 
ples had ? pray you come, try your ſelves, and meaſure.,your 
ſelves by this Scripture, and ſee if you be not found in+theſe 
Practices, that Fude waras the Church of; for how can ye khow 
ſpiritually, that deny the Light that ſhines inthe Heart, to give 
the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face of Chriſt Jeſus, 
_ meck at this Light, and call it Natural and-the Zuakers 
p 0 A CET < 0 
And further the Apoſtle ſaith, ws be unto them, for they have 


followed the Way of Cain, andare caft away by the Decent and: 
Error of Balaam's Wayes of Unrighteonſnefſs ; theſe are Spots in © 


your Feaſts of Charity, when theyfeaft with you, without all Fear 
feeding themſelves, Clouds without Water, carryed about with 
Windt,'corrnpt Trees without Fruit, twice dead and plncked up 
by the Roats, they are the raging Waves of the Sea, foaming out 
their own Shame(and have not we ſeen your Rage ſufficiently?) 
they are wandering Stars, to whom u reſerved the Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs forever ; theſe are Murmurers, Complainers, Walk- 
ers after their own Luffs, whiſe Mouthes ſpeak, hich. ſwelling 
Words of Vanity, having mens Per ſons in Admiration becauſe of 
Advantage (mark, there is the Ground of their preaching) 
but Beloved, remember the Words which were ſpoken before of the. 
Apoſtles, andof our Lord Jeſus Chrift, how that they told you, 
that [there ſhouldbe Mockers in the laſt Times, which ſhould 
walk after their Ungodly Luffs (theſe are Makers of Sets. fleſh- 
ly, having not the Spirit) of ſome have 4 Compaſſion, in putting 
« Difference, and others ſave with Fear, plucking them out of 
the Fire, and hating even tht Garment ſpotted by the Fleſh, 
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Aid now come ye Profiflors and Teachers, and try your - 

ſelves by theſe Scriptures; do not you plead for the Body of 

Death and Sin to the Grave ? and doth not that ſpot the Fleſh? 

and have you not Mens Perſons-in Admiration becauſe of Ad- 

vantage? and arenot you Wells without Water,- the living 

Water, and wardring Stars from one Thing to another,and 

Trees without Heavenly Fruit, that fay you have not the ſame 

Spirit and Power the Apoſtles had ? and are not ſome of you 

d (I fear) twice dead and plucked up by the Roots ? then you 

cannot grow ; and have you not gone in Cain '>Way of perſe- 

cuting, and Balaam's Way for the Wages of -Unrighteouſnels, 
contrary to Chriſt's Command, Freely you have received, freely 
give? pray try, and ſee if you be not found in-his.Erxor and 

- theſe evil PraQtices. + *» | 
F Ard have not you gone in Core's Way, gainſaying the Pow- 

- erand the Spirit as the Apoſtles were in ? | and did not the ſame 
Sainſay that im the Apoſtles Dayes ? and does not the. Apoſtle 
ſay, They that have the Form of Goalineſs, and not the Power, 

from futh turn away? "that is, they that have not the Power, 
and Spirit, and Holy Ghoſt the Apoſtles were in,: turn away 
from ſuch: So try your ſelves by theſe Scriptures, and 
ſee whether ye be found in the Practice of the Apoltle, or ſuch 
as he cryed againſt here, having Mens Perſons in Admiration . 
| becauſe of Advantage, and Makers of Sedts; look how many_ 
SeQts there are amongſt you in Ebrifendom ; and what can you 
walk after etſe but your Ungodly Lufts, who ſay, you have 
not-the ſame Spirit the Apoſtles had ts wall after, who plead 
for your carrying your Body of Sin, .and-Death, and Imperfe- 
ion to the Grave, 2 "XY 
And alſo another Scripture ye-bring in Afar. 28. Go azd © 
reach all Nations, &c. - | 
"Now confider moft Sects will bring this ; for Papi/ts,. Preſ:- 
byteriant, Independents, Baptiſts and others. will bring this - 
Scripture for their Cal}, and ſay, Chriſt bids his Diſciples, Go, 

: and teach all Nations, eo, But mark,.do you go into all Na+ - 
tions? hath Chrift ſpoken to you, and bid ye go into all Nati- 
ons, as he bid the Apoſtles? if ſo, then you are — : 

ow 
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how is it then that you ſettle down in great Biſhepricks. and 
- Parſonages, .and are ready to juſtle and thruſt one another 
- out for them 3 but will-you go any further then you may have 
a fat Parſonage or-Benefice :-provided by ſome Magiſtrate or 
great Perſon, or have a Law to compel people” to give you a 
Maintenance ; the Apoſtles truſted rhe Lord, and wentout 
without Bag, &c. and freely as they had received, ſo did give 
freely, but will you go any further then there is a fat Benefice 
or Parſonage ? | And if this be your Call as you pretend, why 
do not you goamong the Turks, Tartars, Blacks and Indians, 
-and give unto them freely, as Chriſt gave himſelf freely, who 
:had Power to lay down his Life, and take it up again? And he 
'bath tafted Death for every man freely, and hath calightned 
every man with his Hggvenly Divine Light freely; and the 
Grace of God which brings Salvation which appeares unto all 
men is given freely : So, 1f any man lack Wiſdom let him ack_ 
3r of God; he gives unto all men freely,and npbraideth us man, Jam, 
1.5. And ſo Chrift bids his Miniſters give freely as they had 
received freely ; ſo try your ſelves by: theſe Scriptures, all ye 
who neither obey Chriſt's Command, ror de his Work, And 
thou believeſt there is a God, thou deft, welt, the Devils alſo be- 
lieve and tremble, Jam. 2, 19. and-ſs thou mayft believe 
there is a Chriſt, ſo did the Devil, and thou doſt well, butſſce 
if the Devil's Belief doth not condemn thee, but thou ſhouldt 
ſhew the Works of thy Faith and of thy Belief, that thy Heart, 
is purified, that thy Faith be :not dead ; for a dead Faith will, 
plead for a Body of Death and Sin to the Grave, but the living 
Faith, the Gift of God, is the ViRtory-over it, and doth pu- 
rite, through which Faith there is 'Acceſs to God, and in that 
Faith thou wilt pleaſe God, which the Saints now contend for, 
which Chrift is the Author of. And, He that ſaith he remaineth 
in Chriſt, eught even ſoto walk, even as he walked, 1 John 2, 
6. And he that bath the Son hath Life, and he that hath hims 
z2ot, hath not Life ; and he that believeth in the Son of God hath 
the Witneſs in himſelf, 1 John 5. and be that hath the Son hath 
the Father. So this is more then an Outward Bclicf, as the Pha- 
r3ſces had of God and Chriſt to come, or others now that oy 
; e 
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* > come, and donot receive him freely into their Hearts by 

*Faifh. 
| And therefore, prove your ſelves, examine your ſelves, know 
' you not your own ſelves, how that Feſrs Chriſt 18 in you ex - 
cept you be Reprobatez. Sotry and meaſure your ſelyes by the 
'Scriptures here, whether you be in the Life and Spirit of the 
- Prophets, Chrift and the Apoſtles, or in the Spirit of the falſe 
Prophets and Teachers, This is in Love to you all, that you 
-may Rot fin out your time. 

And Paul ſaith, 2 Cor, 12,17, D:d [ maks a Gain of yony 
-or peel you by «xy of them whom I ſent unto you? [ have defired 
"Titus, 4nd with biz: 1 have ſent a Brother, did Titus make a 
"Gain of you, or peel you of any thing ? welke we not in the ſelf« 
ſame Spirit? walked we not in the ſame Steps? Now-come Pricſts, 
try your ſelves, do not you make a Gain of People your ſelves, 

& by ſuch as you ſend amongſt them? do not you peel the Peo- 

-ple ? do yewalk in the (elf-ſame Spirit the Apoſtles were ins 
and in the ſame Steps *let your praCtice,and your Conſciencess 
and the People, and the Scriptures judge ; for there is the Suce 

ccſſion, 2 Cor. 12, 17,18. And you may ſee in your own mar- 

-gent-notes,luch falſe Teachers, who under a pretence of preaches 
ing the Truth, ibyght only to fill their Belhics, whereas the truc 

Teachers ſought the people : And now come try your ſelves by 
your own Marginal Nores-in the Beginning of 2 Cor, and ſee 
whether of thele Steps ye walk in, and whether you feck tke 

people or to fill your Bellics” And in the Marginal Notes upon 
2 Theſ. ſuch as lived idly of 0:her mens Labours, were to be 

-reproved ſharply, whom,if they did not obey Paxl's Admoniti- 
-ons and Command, they were to haye noFellowſhip with them, 
So ſee andtry your ſelves, ye Priefts and Teachers by your 

own Marginal-Notes, and ſee whether you are not ſuch, as 
tive idly on other Mens Laberrs, and ſo are ſuch, as deſerve, 
not only to be reproved ſharply, but to be ſuch, as with whem 

thet rue Chrrch is not to have Fellewſhip. And de not you think 

there is mIny Elymaſſes now among you, that ſeek to turn 

People from the true Faith, wt'ich Chriſt is the Author and the 

Finiſher of, which purifies the Hearts of Peoplegby which Faith 
H they 


dr 


EE, WEIS AT TS 
NS ook es ob 


they Kejuſtiged, and by which Faith they have Acceſs to. the 
pure-God? And will not Elyma plead for Imperſection and a 
Body of Sin and Death to the Grave, think you? and is not this 
fecking to a turn People irom the true Faith, that gives them 
Vieory?. But you Presbyterianss what 1s become of your Di- 
reftoryth t you made,and perſecuted us for not folewing your 
Directory, a2nJ ne giving you Means ? And youg/ndeperde its, 
what is become of your C-urch Faith, which you made at S4+ 
voy incleven Dayes time? and perſecuted us becauſe we would 


not follow your Churcir Faith, and give you Maintenance, as 


many others have done finc  becauie we -carnot follow their 
Book Worſhip, which we told you tacn and do now, the Scri- 
pture is a better Book,4h2n any you can make; andthe Spirit 


of Chriſt is a better Directory then yours, who ſay, you have 
"not the ſame Spirit they haJ, which gave forth Scriptures, and 


yet you will make Books for People to worſhip by; may not 


' Chriſt's Words be verified upon you ? If rhe blind lead the blind 
"both ſhall fall into the Dich: Burt Chriſt is the Author of or 


Faith, and Finither, an not you and the Scriptere is a better 


-Dire&ory or Creed,” t en any of you all can make, and tl:c 


Spirit is a better Directory 'and Leader, 'that gave the Scrip- 
tures forth, then yours, which ye have often ſaid, ye have not 
the ſame Spirit that gave forth the Scriptures, - and yet will give 


forth DireQories, and Creeds nd }aiths for other People, and 


periecute ther for not believing, and not joyning.to it, and 
not maintaining it, and you thatthcld it up. + Now the Scrip« 
tures were given forth to be believed, fulfilled; and practifed, 
and read; and the Church was charged by the Lord to' read it, 
as you may ce in Cel -4. 10. & 1 Theſ. 5. 27. and the Law 
and the Prophets were to be read and fulfilled: Sowe ſay, 


| read them; and believe and practiſe them, and wait upon 


Chriſt, who deth*fulfil them, and by kis Holy Ghoſt, leads 


" into all the Truth of them; _ and obcy the Spirit of God by 
-” which ye may know the Things of God, Andin the gta chap. 
ef Neb. it is faid, Thou gave thee: thy good Spiru to inſtruft 
i" -2þem, But you may ſee how they rebelled againſt it, .and re+ 


belled againſt kis Prophets that walked in his Spirit, 


And 


(59) v2 
Andin As 7.51. you may ſee the ftif necked Profeffors and * 
vncircumciſed-in Heart and Ears,alwayes reſiſted the Hely Ghoſt, 
4: your Fathers awd, ſod, yer, and theſe were Rebe!s againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, who rebelled againſt the Prophets, r ebelled | 
againſt.Chiiſt, rebelled againſt the Apoſtles, yea, I ſay, they = 
xebelled againſt Chriſt that was conceived by the Holy Ghoft ; A 
and the Apoſtles that were in the Holy Ghoſt, they alſo rebel. 
led againft the Church that had Fellowſhip with them in 
the Holy Ghoſt, they rebelled againſt the Martyrs, and them 
that kept the Teſtimony of Jeſus, the Spirit of prophecy; and 
thoſe Rebels were of the Beaſt aad the whore the falſe Church, 
Antichrit and the falſe Prophets, Deceivers and Teachers th: + 
preach for filthy Lucre, and for Means, . that minded Earthly 
Things, and ſerved not the Lord Jcſus Chriſt, but their own 
Bellies, and preach People to themſclves, or Parties, and not 
to Chrift, but make a Prey upon them : And thele . Rebels 
| were they that alwayes perſccuted the true Church, and the 
'T Prophets, and Chriſt, andthe Apoſtles, and the Martyrs, and 
quenched the Spirit, and grieved and vexcd it, both in them- 
| ſelves and others, though they may get the Form of Godlinels, 
: but deny the Power-thereof ; and theſe that Rebel againſt the 
Holy Ghoft and refift it, are ſuch as. hate the Divine and Spiri- 
- ritual Light of Chriſt,' and will not come to it in them'elvesx, 
left it ſhould reprove them, becauſe their Decds are evil ; and 
theſe that rebel agaigſt the Spirit, are ſich as turn from thc 
Grace ef God into Wantonneſs, and walk deſpitefully againſt 
« the Spirit of Grace ; and theſe that rebel againſt the Spirit, ſay. 
' that Chriſt the Heavenly Man hath not enlightned every man 
: that cometh inte the World with a Heavenly Light ; and theſe 
alſo ſay, that the Grace of God which brings Salvation, and 
- which hath appeared unto, all men; they ſay, it is not ſufficient 
' £9 teach and to bring Salvation to all, and ſay it hath not ap- 
peared to every mat Contrary to God'and the Scriptures, wt.o 
: ſay, that bis Graces ſufficient 55 and theſe. Rebels ſay, that 
 Chrifthath not taſted Death,nor his Blood ſhed for all men; & 
- thefcare the Makers of Sects,and bringers of People on Heaps 
that reſiſt and rebel againſt the Holy Ghoſt, in wtich Holy 
H 2 Spirt- 
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*Fpirit te Saints 'Fellowſbip is, 'and though the Prophets, . 
Chriſt an1 the Apoſtles teſtific _ ſuch as preach for filthy 
' Lucre, and for Hire, = they that rebcl againſt his Spirit wil 
have it,” 2nd compel People 'to pay it, thovgh it be contrary 
' to God and kis Prophets, Chriſt and the Apoſtles Teſttmony ; 
and though Chriſt commanded his Minifters or Meſſengers, 
Freely ye havc received. freely gives yet ſuthas rebel againſt 
' the Holy Ghoſt, andrefiſt the good Spirit of God, as m 
Fore-Fathers did, will force People to give it them, and they 
' themſelves will take it, contrary tohis Command, and imprie 
'fon and perſecute them that will not givett them ; and they 
'that rebel againſt, and reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, 'though they may 
' have all the Form of Godlineſs from Gerefss to the Revelations, 
'they will never bring People to-Heaven, *nor:God,'ner Chriſr, 
'but like their Fore-Fathers, the Pharsſaical Fews, Thutupthe 
'Kingdom of 'Heaven from men, neither enter in themſelves, 
:Ror ſuffer others, and among them is found alltt.e Blood of the 
Prophets, and Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, and the Martyrsfrom 
ithe Foundation of the World unto this Day, and among ſuth-. 
and by ſuch was our Lord -and Saviour ſhin; and theſe are 
'the great Profeſſors of God and Chriſt, :Prophets and the Apo. _ 
ſtles andthe Scriptures with their Lips, butthcir Hearts are 2. 
'far of from God and Chriſt: And ſuch as do refit the Holy 
'Ghoſt, and rebel againſt it, they may: well ſay, they have not 
'the ſame Spirit and Power the Prophets and Apoſfleshad, nor 
have beard God and Chriſt's Voice;andſo if ſuch will try them 
ſelves by the Scripture, they may ſee, neitherScripture nor the 
'Spiritis their Rule for their Life and Practice for they that 
;rebel againſt the Spirit of God, and refiſt the Holy Ghoſt, rebel 
ainſt God, his Prophets, Chriſt Jeſus and his Apoſtles, and 
his People to this Day, though they make a Profeſſion of the 
Words given forth by the Hely Ghoſt, and find Fault with 
their Fore-Fathers far perſecuting the Prophets, Chriſt, and 
'the Apoſtles, and the Martyrs, 'yet they follow them in their 
- :perſecuting Spirit, and are dire Heirs tothem,followsing them 
in their Succeſſion, the Birth of the Fleſh, that will-perſecutc 
'bim that is born of the Spirit, making'a Profeſſion of rhe Scrip- 
| tuves 
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tures given forth by the Birth of. the Spirit, and-yet_rebellin 
againſt the- Spirit, 'and reſiſting the Holy Gheſt, which move 
all the Holy Men of God to ſpeak forth the Scriptures, and the 
ſame Holy Ghoſt is the Key to open them again; andthey 
that arc in the Holy Ghoſt, are in the Succeſſion to that Spirit 
the Apoftles were-in, and they that are inthe Holy Ghoſt are 
in the, Succeſſion to the Church-Felowfhip, that wes in the 
primitive Times, and are in the Succeſſion of praying in the 
Holy Ghoft, and Comfort of it, an1 the Succeeders of feed- 
ing the Flock, and the overſccing,it in the Hely Ghoſt that the 
Apoftles were in; and they that are the ſpiritual Succeſſors of 


the Apoſtles, arc in the Holy Ghoſt that leads them into all_ 


- Truth,” as it led the Apoſtles jnto all Truth, _ 

* Andin Ezek, 22,25. to the End, There'is a Conſpiracy 
of. the, Prophets in the midſt thereefy, like. a roaring. Lion ra- 
vening the Prey, they have devoured Sorls, they have taken the 


Richer andpreciow Things, they' have mads many Widdows in * 


| tbe mudſt thereof { to Wit Feruſalem ) ber Prieſts have broken 
' my. Law, and have defiled my Holy things, they bave put no Dif- 
ference betwixt the Hely and the Prophane, the Clean and the 
Unclean, &c. and I am prophaned among ſt them, her Prophets 
- bave aaubed with Untempered Merter, ſeeing Vanity and divis 


ning Lyes, ſaying, thr ſaith the Lord when the Lord hath not” 


Spoken ;, the People of the Land have been widlently oppreſſed by 
Peking and robbing, and they vexcd the poor and the needy ; yea, 
-they-vexed the pro: againſt his Right, I ſcuoht fir a man a« 
mong ſt them that ſhould make up the Hedge, and fland inthe Gap 
before me for the Land, that I ſhauld not d:ffroy tt, but 1 found 
20Xe., 
Now.conſider this, ye Priefts, Prophets and Profeſſors in 
Chriftendom, try your ſ:lves, ard ſee if you be not found in this 
Spirit as theſe Prieſts and Prophets were in under the Law? 
have ye not broken the Goſpel and the Command of Chriſt,as 
they broke the Law? Have you not made many Widows and 
. Fatherleſs by caſting in priſon for your Tythes? Have not 
you ſaid, thus faiththe Lord, andthe Lord never ſpoke to you? 
Have not ye been like ravening Lions for - your Prey'? Have 
I not 
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not. you-vezed the poor and nicedy, and Stranger by oppref. 
ſing and ſpoiling ? Find is act this contrary to we ard 
Chriſt's Command, who faith,'_Freely ye have recerved, freely 
£ive. So meaſure your ſclyes and your Prattice by this > crip- 
ture, | ; SN c $4 

And Chrift faith.in the 1oth of John, An Hireling wil fl « 
becauſe he is an Hirelins, ant ears not for the Sheep,” And 
hath hot this been fulfilled amongſt the Hirelings in this our 
Age?And Chriſt faith, The Thief comth not but to fteat;to kit &+ 
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ro d ftroy, but I am Come that ye may bave Lifr,axd have it moe” 


abundantly, aud all that come befere me are Thieves and Rubbers, 
but the Shecp did net hefir them, mark, did not heay thein, awd 
Tam the Docr of the Sheep, if by me any man enter it, he ſh 
be ſaved, and go in aufl ont and fird Paſture; and therefore 
come now a: | try your ſelves by Chriſt's Words; who's 
the good Shepherd and hath laid down his Life fortis-Sheep ; 

. and therefore what ſay you of all them thirthavekilſed and de- 
frroyed about Religion |-nce the Apoſtles Dayes,/ and faythey 
have not heard the Voice of Chriſt ?, do not 'theſe' ſteal their 
Words from their Neighbours, and run and God never ſent 
them ?-and are Chri't's Sheep to hear Thieves and Rotbers ? 
Andis it not Chriſt which lighteth every man that comethinto 
the World? Is not he the Door, and muſt not every one that 
_ intohis paſture, enter in by the Light, 'or elſe how 
» they ſee the Door without the Light, which comes from 


Heart, gives the Know! dge of the Glory of God in the Face of 
Chrift Feſur, who the Door, So they cannot enter into Chriſt 
the Door, but by the Lizht that gives the Krovlewge; fotry 
our ſelyes all ye that ſay, Chri:t hath not cnlightned every 

; Fan that cometh into. the World with a' Feavenſy* and Di- 
vire-L ight, how you will come into the Door « ithovt this 
Light?and wh ther,you that deny it d@ not keep Peopte ver in 
Darkneſs, among the Hirelings, and Thieves ard” Robbers, 
and from the good *hepterd/that faies down his Life for Fis 
Sheep, 2nd are climbing vp ſome-other 'Way ? © but Chriſt's 
Sheep kear bis Voice and followhim, who is the ſame to day 
| ara | | £4 
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if who is the Life ; forit is faid,T he /ight which ſpines in the - 
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as yeſterday, and ſo forever, though you ſay, here is no hears 


ing his Voice now adayes. 


And the. Apoſtle. (ach, Let no Man condemn you in Meats, 
or Drinks, vr th KReſpcit of a Holy- Day, or New- Moons, or 
Sibbath= Dayes, wich are but @ ſhadow of Things to come, but 
tbe Body is C-71/t., Now mark; for People to jangle about ſuch 
Things, is but about Shadews of Things to come, and that 
which the, Kingdom of God ſtands not in,but the Body is Chriſt, 
ſo Chriſt and his Bedy is to be minded, whois tne Subſtance of 
ſuch Things, that were Figures; Types or Shadows of him; 
and he is to be minded, who is the Head, and the Subſtance and 


'Life-of all... 


'. And fur.her the Apoſtle ſaith, Lt no man at his Pleaſure 
bear Rule over.yor, by Humblencſs of Afind, and wor ſhippeng of 
Angels, advancing himſelf into thoſe Things nhielhe never ſaw, 
raſply puffe up. with his fl. ſuly Aud, not hold:ng the Head,csc. 

New. conlider this all ye that ſay,there i>no hearing of God's 


' : Voice now adayes, nor Chriſt's Voice, and you bave not the 


: ſame Powerand Spirit the Apoſtles had. 


+: Therefore cometry your {elves by the Scripture, which you 
ſay is your Rule, arc not you them that bear Rule with your 


; pretended Humbleneſs of Mind, advancing your ſelves into 


Chriſt, the Prophets and Apoſtles Words, which you never 
faw in that Spirit that gave them furth, and raſhly'pufit up in 
your flefbly Minds : Now conlider whether Peop:c muſt own 
ſuch as the Apoſtle cryed againſt in his Day now in our Dayes, 
I fay, them that dy hold Chriſt Jeſus tne Head, to be their 
Teacher, and their Propiet, and tneir Shepherd, whether they 
mu:t.hold up.luch, yea ornay ? And further the Apoſtle ſaith 
1f ye be dead with Chrift from 11t Ordixarces of the World, why 
as though ye live in the. World are ye burdened with Traditions? 
touch tot, rate not; bandle not, wh:cb all pcriſh with the Uſing, 


after the Commandments and Dettrix:cs of Aen, which Things 


indeed have a Shew of Wiſdom ina voluntary Religton, Ge, 
mark. a voluntary Religion, then it is not the Religion thar is 

pure, which Z4mecs ſpeaks of, &c. ' | 
Therefore whether or no we - my follow the Apoitlehere- 
2 in 
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nor handle the Dectrines of. Men or Commandments of Men; 
which will periſh with the Ufing,thonghthey may have'a Shew 
of Wiſdom in a voluntary Religien; them that be *not dead 
with Chriſt may follow ſuc Traditions and Ordipances of Men; 
and touch, taſte and handle that which perifheth with the U- 
fing ; but they that be dead and riſen with Chriſt,cannot follow 
' ſuch Things,as in-Col.,z, So try your ſelves by this Srriptrre 
whether you follow the Apoſtles Doctrine, or ſuch as he forbad: 
Andin 1 Tm. 4. the Apoſtle faith;The Spirit ſpeaks expreſly 
that ſome ſhall depart from the Faith in the latter T imes,and ſhall. 
give Heed to the Spirit of Error, and Doftrines of Devils,which 
ſpeak Lyes in Hypoeriſic, having their Conſciences ſeared aslyirh 
#1 hot I-81, forbidding to marry, and commanding to abſtasy from 
Meats, which God hath:icreated.to be received with Thanks 25. 
ving of them that believe and know the Truth; for every Creature 
of God # good, and ought not tobe refuſed, if it be received with 
Thanks-giving, for it's ſanftified by the Word of God and Prayer, 
Now come and try your ſelves, all ye that forbid 'Meats and 
Marriages, arc not you theſe that the Apoſtle propheſicd of, i 
andthe Spirit ſpoke of, that are departedfrom the true Faith - 
that the Apoftles were in, and are in the Spirit of Error and Do- 
CGtrine of Devils, which ſpeaks Lyes in Hypocrifie, having - 
your Conſciences burned with an hot Iron, and are our of the - 
Belief and the Truth That the Apoſtles were in, and ſo {ce not 
the End of God's creating of his Creatures, to be received with 
Thanks giving, who faith, every Creature of God is good and 
nothing ought to be reſuſed, if it be received with Thanks gi. 
ving, tor it is ſanCtified by the Word of God and Prayer; -{o S. 
' not {anAified to you that forbid them, neither ds ye know the 
End of God's creating them. So be not ace wed, God 1s not 
mocked, for whatſcever a man ſowerth, that ſh-lt he alſo reap, for 
be that ſoweth to the Fleſh,ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruptions,but 
he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life Everla- 
fling, Gal. 6.7, 8. hes pf OM 
Now come try your ſelves all ye Teacher&in Chriſtendom,” - 
and look into your Fields or Yincyards, and ſec what you have -£ 
ens Ns | PO ROOM there > 


in our Age, as the Saints were in their Age,and not to touchzaſte 
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there fown, and ſee what a _ Ctop of Corruptions and ay - 
Manner of Evils you may reap out of them; for yeu ſaying 
you have not the ſame Spirit, and Plow, and Flail, and. Faith 
that the, Apoſtles had, then you cannot ſow unto the Spirit, by 
which you might reap Life eternal ; and though you may have 
all the Seriptures from Geneſis to the End of Revelations, if you 
have not the ſame Spiritas they had that gave them forth, you 
cannot ſow to the Spirit, neither are you Succefſors of the Pro» . 
phets and Apoſtles, except you are in the Spirit that gave forth - 
Scriptures. And the Apoſile ſaith, Let every man prove his ow: 
Work, and then ſhall be have Rejoycing in himſelf only, and not 
in another, So now try your ſelves ye Priefts and Teachers,and 
prove your own Work, and ſee what Joy ye have in it; for 
to rejoyce in another Man's Work, the Prophets or Apoſtles,. 
is not to rejoyce in your own Work, the Work that God hath 
wrought in you ; and if. you come to this, you muſt come: to 
the Light-(as Chriſt ſaid) to ſee whether your Works be 
wroughtin God, that ye may have Joy m bim, and in your 
ſelves in his Spirit, Apain the Apoſtle ſaith, Les him that 1: 
taught in the Word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 


. things, Gal.6.6.. Now is not this the Scripture which you 


bring for your Maintenance? But wat is this to prove your 
forced Maintenance by, and to caſt People in Priſon, if they. 
will not give you Tythes, or Mid-ſummer.dues, Eafter-Reck- 
enings, and the like ; this was ſpoken to them that were tavght - 
inthe Word,not to them whom they did-not teach,and to force. 
from them : But you uſe to ſay, why do not they .come, and 
hear ? they may-come if they will; did the Apoſtles force a . 
Maintenance from any that did not hear them, and ſay, they 
might come if they would, and we have a Law to compel it . 
from you; if ſo, where is it written in the Scripture,which you | 
ſay is the Rule? but in this your Pratice have not you thrown 
away Chriſt's Law and Command,: who bids freely to give, as 
they had received - But the Apoſtle ſaith, be that 3s raught 52 
the VYord, te doth not ſay, he that is taught in the Letter; 
?obn ſaith, In the Beginning was the Wordgand in him was Life, 
and this Life was the Liz hr of Aden, andihis is the. true _ 
. | that : 
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*Yhat Tighteth twery Man that cometh intothe World : - And you 
-thar deny this Light, do' not you deny the -Teaching of the | 
Word, and call the Light natural ?- and-th.n in your Account is 
"not the Word natural ? therefore how-can you have the good 
"Things c:rmunicated to you, which do not-communicate the 
:geod and evertaſting Things to: People ;, and you fee that the 
©  'Apoſtle would not-receive of them that he didteach-the good 
. "Word to, but kboured with his Hands, that he might keep the 
Goſpel without Charge, and ſhew an Example to all that ſuc- 
ceeded him, ricither would he uſc his Power z but have not 
' you gone beyond this Power, and abuſed it; try your ſelves, 
'1 Cor.g9. Gal.6, And in Luke 8. And Joanna Wife of Herod's 
[Steward and Sularna, with many others, which mmiftred unto 
.ChriFt of thetr Subſtance, Now this Scripture, which ye alſo 
-briag, proves nothing for your forced Maintenance, for what 
they did they did it freely;for Chriſt never made a Law to force 
People te give him and his Diſciples Maintenance ; if you ſa 
he did, thew:wherE it is written. Again, Habbakkek faith in - 
Hab, 2. 9. Wo te him that coveteth an evil Covetouſneſs to bis 
Heuſe. And thereforetake Heed of this Wo coming upon 
you, all yc that covet an cvil-Covetovſneſs to your Houlc,that 
Fe may ſct your Nefts on high, who have coveted and taken 
-other Peoples Goods that ye have done no Work for, be-ſure 
it will, except ye repent. - Andin Amos 6. is it not ſaid, YYg 
#0 them that chant, or fing to the Sound of the Viol, and invent 
to themſelves Inftruments of Muſick like David,that drink #Sne | 
in Bowls, and anoint themſelves with the chief Ointments, but - 
they are not grieved for the Aﬀirition of Joleph, Now conſider : 
this yePrielts and Prefefſors and others, and try your Praftice 
by this Scripture, and whether you are not found in theſe Pra- 
:Aices, and putting far awsy the evil Day, and approach the 
Scat of Iniquity ? and are not you them that ſtretch your ſelves 
-ypon your Beds? and therefore ſee what Judgments the Lord 
threatned ſhould come upenſuch 5 and-do ye think the like 
Judgments will not come gpor yousthat are found 18 their Pra - 
ices: And therefore do not profels the Scriptures te be your 
Rule, except you walk in the Spirit, which was both oo 
| an 
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and Rulc'to the holy Mcn of God thzt gave it forth, an4 accors- 
ding to their Example that gave it forth in Life and Praftice "EW! 
for if ye do not, ye are judged and reproved by the h-ly Scrip- 
ture, andthe Spirit of God ard Chriſt, by which they. were- 
eiven forth, 


Worceſter. Priſon, the | | " T, | 
I1th Aforneths, 1664. (7eo ge Fix, 


